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Foreword 


HOWARD  E.  PETCH,  President  and  Vice-Chancellor 

The  1988  Fall  Convocation  is  the  final  major  event  in  the  University  ofVictoria’s  25th  Anniver- 
sary year.  In  awarding  honorary  degrees  for  this  ceremony,  the  University  Senate  made  two 
ideal  choices.  One  recipient  is  the  Honourable  Robert  G.  Rogers,  who  has  just  completed  a 
highly  successful  five-year  term  as  the  24th  Lieutenant-Governor  of  British  Columbia.  The 
other  is  Donn  Emmons,  senior  partner  in  the  distinguished  San  Francisco  architectural  firm  of 
Wurster,  Bernardi  & Emmons,  Inc.,  and  the  University’s  consulting  architect  since  1961.  One 
could  not  find  two  individuals  who  have  been  more  loyal  supporters  and  friends  of  the 
University  of  Victoria. 

In  conjunction  with  this  Fall  Convocation,  the  Maltwood  Art  Museum  and  Gallery  has 
mounted  an  exhibition  on  the  growth  and  development  of  the  Gordon  Head  Campus, 
including  a number  of  Dr.  Emmons’  original  designs  from  the  early  years.  In  order  to 
commemorate  the  event  in  lasting  form,  this  booklet  was  planned  under  the  supervision  off 
Trevor  Matthews,  Vice-President,  Administration.  Tire  publication  is  intended  to  be  a tribute 
and  an  expression  of  thanks  to  all  the  architects,  consultants,  and  other  members  of  the 
construction  industry  who  have  made  the  Gordon  Head  Campus  such  a successful  and 
impressive  physical  environment. 

In  my  fourteen  years  as  President  of  the  University  of  Victoria,  I have  derived  great 
satisfaction  from  seeing  our  campus  come  of  age.  The  completion  of  over  a dozen  major 
building  projects  has  obviously  played  a central  role  in  this  maturation  process.  I have  gained 
equal  pleasure  from  watching  UVic  blossom  into  a truly  beautiful  campus,  enhanced  by 
imaginative  general  landscaping  and  by  such  special  projects  as  University  Gardens.  To  Dr. 
Donn  Emmons  and  to  all  who  have  shaped  our  planning  and  development,  I express  the 
congratulations  and  thanks  of  the  University  and  the  community  at  large. 

In  congratulating  Dr.  Robert  G.  Rogers,  our  former  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Visitor,  I 
should  point  out  that  he  too  has  played  a key  role  in  the  University’s  physical  development.  He 
was  President  and  Chairman  of  Crown  Zellerbach  Canada  Limited  at  the  time  when  that  firm 
donated  the  Jeanne  S.  Simpson  Field  Studies  Resource  Centre  at  Cowichan  Lake  (see 
Appendix).  On  September  17,  1976,  he  presided  at  the  opening  of  this  very  useful  and 
attractive  facility.  We  are  deeply  grateful  for  his  long  and  continued  support  of  our  university. 
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Robert  Gordon  Rogers 


Donn  Emmons 
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Above:  The  Hon.  George  R.  Pearkes  and  Judge  Joseph  B.  Clearihue  at  the 
McPherson  Library  cornerstone  ceremony  {below),  July  2,  1963. 


6 


Preface 


DONN  EMMONS,  FAIA 

In  the  spring  of  1961  Mr.  Richard  Wilson,  representing  the  l Jniversity  Development  Board  of 
Victoria  College,  invited  Wurster,  Bernardi  and  Emmons,  Architects,  to  come  from  San 
Francisco  to  Victoria  to  discuss  the  future  development  of  the  physical  campus  — first  its 
location,  and  second  the  preparation  of  a program  to  bring  it  about. 

At  our  first  meeting  in  Victoria,  attended  by  William  Wurster  and  Donn  Emmons,  Mr. 
Wurster  pointed  out  that  in  planning  the  future  development  of  a University  it  is  essential  to 
think  in  terms  of  one  hundred  years,  not  ten  or  fifteen.  From  there  it  was  immediately 
apparent  that  the  fifty  some  acres  of  the  Lansdowne  campus  could  not  begin  to  accommodate 
the  Board’s  vision  of  the  future  University  of  Victoria. 

By  great  good  fortune,  the  World  War  II  military  base  just  north  of  the  city  already 
belonged  to  Victoria  College,  and  adjacent  to  it  was  a parcel  of  141  acres  belonging  to  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company  that  could  also  be  acquired.  This  beautiful  wooded  site  came  close  to 
being  an  ideal  place  for  the  future  growth  of  the  University. 

In  planning  the  new  campus,  there  was  a need  to  make  certain  basic  decisions  that  would 
establish  its  character  for  all  time.  These  would  determine  its  success  as  a significant  part  of 
Victoria  and,  to  a large  extent,  the  pleasure  and  enthusiasm  with  which  it  was  accepted  by 
faculty,  students  and  the  public. 

The  first  decision  was  to  make  it  an  open  garden  campus,  much  in  the  manner  of  all  of 
Victoria,  in  a climate  where  well  tended  landscaping  is  appreciated  and  endemic.  As  a means 
of  organizing  the  area  for  the  orderly  placement  of  buildings  and  back-up  facilities,  the  ring 
road  (University  Drive)  was  devised  as  enclosing  a space  in  which  everything  would  be  within 
a ten-minute  walk  of  everything  else.  This  meant  that  it  would  be  filled,  with  a few  exceptions, 
with  academic  buildings  and  facilities.  In  the  centre  of  this  space  an  open  quadrangle  was 
proposed  as  the  academic  and  visual  heart  of  the  campus;  around  it  the  various  buildings 
would  be  placed.  Outside  the  ring  would  be  space  for  all  other  facilities,  graduate  schools, 
student  housing,  athletics,  faculty  club,  student  union,  theatres,  and  the  like. 

In  the  years  since,  we  have  continually  stressed  the  importance  of  conserving  space  by 
grouping  buildings  together  with  ample  room  around  them,  but  without  encroaching  on 
adjacent  area  that  will  undoubtedly  be  needed  for  future  programs  not  now  anticipated. 

My  long  association  with  the  University  ofVictoria  has  been  one  of  the  most  rewarding  and 
pleasant  experiences  of  my  career  as  an  architect.  The  sympathetic  and  cooperative  help  and 
understanding  given  me  by  Mi'.  Ian  Campbell,  Mi'.  Trevor  Matthews,  landscape  architect  Mi'. 
John  Lantzius,  and  all  the  architects  of  the  many  buildings  is  largely  responsible  for  this  garden 
campus  as  it  is  today. 
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CAMPUS  SERVICES  BUILDING 


GYMNASIUM 


LDING 


EDUCATION  AND  ARTS  BUILDING 
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RESIDENCES 


ON  BUILDING 


McPherson  library 


DING 


ELLIOTT  BUILDING 

(sciences) 


Gordon  Head  Campus,  view  to  the  northeast  (December  1966). 
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The  Lansdowne  Campus,  with  Gordon  Head  to  the  north  (1962). 
Clearihue  Building  excavation  and  view  to  Mt.  Douglas  (March  12,  1962). 
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The  Growth  of  a Campus 


On  January  20,  1962 — one  of  the  coldest  days  in  local  memory — Judge  Joseph  B.  Clearihue 
turned  over  a pre-cut  lump  of  frozen  sod  to  symbolize  the  start  of  construction  on  the  Gordon 
1 lead  Campus.  Just  a year  before,  on  January  18,  1961,  he  had  presided  as  Chairman  of  the 
Victoria  College  Council  at  the  opening  of  the  new  E.  B.  Paul  Building  on  the  College’s 
picturesque  old  Lansdowne  Campus,  which  had  been  designated  as  the  primary  site  for  all 
future  development.  The  intervening  year,  however,  had  changed  the  course  of  the  institu- 
tion’s history.  By  1962  it  was  not  yet  confirmed  that  an  independent  university  would  be 
created  in  Victoria;  this  fact  would  be  announced  by  Premier  W.  A.  C.  Bennett  at  the  official 
opening  of  the  Clearihue  Building  on  yet  another  January  18,  in  1963-  Nevertheless,  the  twelve 
months  prior  to  that  sod-turning  ceremony  had  shaped  the  physical  reality  ofthe  University  of 
Victoria  for  many  generations  to  come. 

Tine  pivotal  event  was  the  visit  to  Victoria  in  March  1961  of  William  W.  Wurster  and  Donn 
Emmons,  founding  partners  in  the  San  Francisco  firm  of  Wurster,  Bernardi  & Emmons,  Inc., 
Architects  and  Planners. 

At  its  meeting  on  January  25,  1961  (a  week  after  the  opening  of  the  Paul  Building),  the 
University  Development  Board  of  Victoria  College  had  decided  that  it  must  have  the  advice  of 
an  expert  campus  planner  in  order  to  chart  future  growth.  In  1959  the  College  had  bought  the 
Gordon  Head  army  camp  and  adjacent  property  from  the  Federal  Government,  at  the  price  of 
$ 1 15,500;  this  acquisition  was  secured  through  the  good  offices  of  Esquimalt-Saanich  M.P.  and 
Minister  of  National  Defence,  Major-General  The  Honourable  George  R.  Pearkes,  V.C.  What 
use  should  be  made  of  this  open  land,  120  acres  in  all,  which  layabout  a mile  to  the  north  of 
the  much  smaller  (54-acre)  Lansdowne  Campus?  Having  resisted  strong  community  pressure 
to  make  a completely  fresh  start  at  Gordon  Head,  the  governing  Victoria  College  Council  had 
resolved  to  keep  all  academic  development  at  Lansdowne  and  to  use  the  Gordon  Head 
property'  for  ancillary'  purposes,  such  as  playing  fields  and  student  residences.  That  strategy' 
was  accepted  only  grudgingly  by  the  very  practical  Development  Board,  a body  created  by  the 
College  Council  in  the  course  of  a hugely  successful  fund  drive  in  I960.  Even  if  the  split- 
campus  policy  should  be  maintained,  sophisticated  advice  would  be  needed  to  ensure 
orderly  development.  Where  should  this  advice  be  sought? 

Richard  B.  Wilson  was  the  Victoria  businessman  who  had  headed  the  fund  drive  and  was 
now  Chairman  of  the  Development  Board.  It  was  Wilson’s  idea  to  ask  the  College’s  consulting 
architect,  Robert  W.  Siddall,  to  find  the  very  best  authority  in  the  field  of  campus  planning. 
After  a little  professional  research,  Siddall  identified  the  firm  of  Wurster,  Bernardi  & Emmons 
[hereafter  WBE ] , which  had  won  many  awards  for  projects  in  the  public  and  private  sector; 
Wurster  himself  was  also  Dean  of  the  College  of  Environmental  Design  at  the  University  of 
California.  Never  a man  for  indecision,  Dick  Wilson  at  once  telephoned  William  Wurster  and 
asked  for  an  appointment.  At  their  own  expense,  Wilson  and  his  Board  colleague  Ernie  Arnott 
flew  to  California  in  order  to  sound  out  WBE  on  a consulting  assignment  in  Victoria.  The  bold 
approach  must  have  appealed  to  Wurster;  moreover,  he  had  a sentimental  affection  for 
Victoria,  where  he  and  his  wife  had  spent  their  honeymoon  many  years  before.  On  March  26, 
1961,  a month  after  Wilson  and  Arnott  returned  from  San  Francisco,  Wurster  and  Emmons 
arrived  in  town  to  address  the  problem. 
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Clearihue  Building  ( 1963) 


Half  ring  complete 
(October  18,  1964). 


By  the  end  of  their  six-day  visit,  the  WBE  consultants  had  completely  reversed  the  thinking 
of  the  Victoria  College  Council,  which  now  warmly  embraced  the  idea  of  moving  all  activity  to 
Gordon  Head.  Faculty  members  responded  with  similar  enthusiasm  to  the  visitors’  eloquent 
and  persuasive  arguments.  When  Wurster  and  Emmons  left  at  the  end  of  March,  it  was  all  but 
certain  that  the  institution  would  shift  its  campus  and  that  WBE  would  become  the  master 
planners  of  its  future  development.  Victoria  architect  Robeit  Siddall  would  be  retained  to 
coordinate  local  planning,  in  consultation  with  WBE. 

Events  continued  to  move  with  astonishing  swiftness.  On  April  5,  WBE  submitted  a Site 
Evaluation  Analysis,  a document  that  laid  the  foundation  of  the  future  master  plan.  By  April  10, 
the  Development  Board  had  not  only  approved  the  recommendations  in  that  proposal,  but 
had  also  taken  steps  to  purchase  the  large  tract  of  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  property — 141 
acres  of  forested  land  across  the  Oak  Bay  border  from  the  army  camp  — that  WBE  had  seen  as 
crucial  to  the  total  scheme.  On  May  1,  the  College  Council  and  Development  Board  met 
jointly  to  confirm  all  these  actions;  the  purchase  of  the  H.B.C.  land  was  announced  that  month 
(at  a price  of  $438,235),  though  negotiations  with  Oak  Bay  delayed  the  final  sale  until 
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December.  By  May  1.  WBF  had  submitted,  through  Bob  Siddall,  the  schematic  plan  of  the 
Gordon  Head  campus  in  much  the  form  that  we  know  it  today. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  this  plan  was  a perfectly  circular  central  campus,  2,000  feet 
(610  metres)  in  diameter  and  72  acres  (29  hectares)  in  area.  I lere  all  academic  instruction 
would  take  place.  This  was  to  be  strictly  a pedestrian  zone,  with  vehicular  traffic  directed 
around  a ring  road.  Within  the  circle,  liberal  arts  disciplines  would  be  sited  to  the  north  and 
sciences  to  the  south.  Academic  buildings  were  to  be  grouped  around  a large  quadrangle  of 
east-west  orientation.  The  area  outside  the  circle  was  blocked  into  well  defined  zones  of 
usage:  administration,  auditorium,  single  student  housing,  student  union,  athletics,  married 
student  housing,  parking  areas,  and  ( to  the  west ) a large  space  for  future  academic  expansion. 

Although  several  aspects  of  the  original  plan  were  subsequently  changed,  its  main  features 
are  remarkably  consistent  with  the  present  appearance  of  UVic,  almost  thirty  years  later.  If  the 
scheme  has  stood  the  test  of  time,  that  is  testimony  to  the  careful  long  range  planning  carried 
out  by  WBE  at  the  very'  start.  Within  that  intensive  first  month  of  April  1961,  the  firm  worked 
closely  with  two  of  its  favourite  San  Francisco  allies:  the  university  planning  consultant  Alfred 
W.  Baxter,  Jr.,  and  the  eminent  firm  of  Lawrence  Halprin  & Associates,  Landscape  Architects. 
Baxter’s  first  report,  dated  28  April  1961,  was  clairvoyant  in  its  projections  of  student  growth, 
probable  curricular  developments,  and  specific  building  needs.  Many  in  Victoria  then  scoffed 
at  his  assertion  that  enrolment  would  rise  to  10,000  students  within  about  fifteen  years. 
Baxter’s  original  guidelines  for  land  requirements  and  building-occupancy  standards  have 
been  of  continuing  use  to  UVic  planners.  Halprin’s  contributions  would  become  more 


McPherson  Library  construction  (January  23,  1964). 
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apparent  with  time;  his  governing  credo,  strongly  endorsed  by  WBE,  was  the  belief  that  careful 
landscaping,  above  all  else,  could  guarantee  the  unity  and  esthetic  success  of  a campus  in 
Victoria’s  special  environment. 

In  contrast  with  the  Erickson  Massey  vision  of  Simon  Fraser  University  soon  to  be 
dramatically  revealed,  the  WBE  plan  for  Gordon  Head  made  no  flamboyant  architectural 
statement.  It  recommended  that  different  local  architects  be  employed  to  plan  individual 
buildings,  so  that  the  campus  might  acquire  an  interesting  sense  of  variety  and  diversity.  The 
original  report  is  almost  silent  on  the  question  of  architectural  design,  suggesting  only  that 
criteria  should  be  developed  to  ensure  a basic  compatibility  among  buildings.  The  overall 
coherence  would  come  from  the  campus  plan.  If  there  is  one  theme  that  runs  through  Donn 
Emmons’  subsequent  correspondence  with  Bob  Siddall  in  the  1960s,  it  is  Emmons’  clear 
disapproval  of  ostentatious  or  conspicuous  design.  Time  and  again  he  would  urge  that  plans 
be  simplified  or  that  “loud”  exterior  treatment  be  toned  down.  No  one  building  must  be 
allowed  to  dominate  or  upstage  another,  but  each  must  blend  into  a harmonious  unity. 

The  first  stage  of  campus  development  covered  the  three  years  from  1962  through  1964, 
when  leadership  was  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  W.  Harry  Hickman,  last  Principal  of  Victoria  College 
and  first  (acting)  President  of  UVic.  The  Development  Board  continued,  in  its  quiet  fashion,  to 
extend  the  boundaries  of  the  Gordon  Head  site:  campus  area  grew  from  292  acres  at  the  end 
of  1961  to  over  340  at  the  end  of  1964.  (It  should  be  noted  that  the  Provincial  Government  of 
the  1960s  did  not  allow  matching  public  funds  to  be  used  for  land  purchases,  so  that  the 
University  of  Victoria  was  required  to  finance  all  real  estate  transactions  with  money  raised  on 
its  own.)  Meanwhile,  the  first  cluster  of  buildings  took  shape  at  the  eastern  end  of  the 
academic  quadrangle  — the  Clearihue,  Elliott,  and  McPherson  Library,  with  the  Student  Union 
across  the  Ring  Road  to  the  northeast.  A committee  headed  by  Professor  O.  Phoebe  Noble  was 
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planning  the  original  group  of  student  residences,  to  be  constructed  in  the  assigned  area 
directly  to  the  east.  In  discussions  between  Dorm  Emmons  and  BobSiddall,  the  masterplan 
was  undergoing  continuous  revision;  it  had  to  be  adjusted,  for  example,  to  accommodate 
mandatory  high  rise  apartment  zones  along  Gordon  Head  Road  and  Cedar  Hill  Crossroad, 
although  this  restrictive  covenant  was  later  rescinded  after  negotiation  with  Oak  Bay 
Municipality. 

With  President  Malcolm  Taylor's  arrival  in  1964,  IJVic  entered  its  second  stage  of 
development,  which  would  culminate  with  the  official  opening  of  the  MacLaurin  and  Cornett 
Buildings  in  January  1967.  Now  at  last  the  WBE  concept  would  become  apparent,  with  the 
closure  of  Finnerty  Road  (which  still  bisected  the  central  campus),  the  landscaping  of  the 
quadrangle,  and  the  completion  of  “University  Drive”  — the  official  but  little  known  name  for 
the  Ring  Road.  On  April  13,  1965,  as  the  Campus  Services  Building  was  rising  from  the  ground, 
R.  W.  Siddall  Associates  presented  a comprehensive  report  on  the  master  plan,  following  an 
interim  report  the  previous  May.  This  was  acknowledged  to  be  a collaborative  effort: 
“Generally,  the  recommendations  for  the  plan  are  the  agreed  results  of  discussions  between 
members  of  the  firms  of  Wurster,  Bernardi  & Emmons,  Architects;  Mr.  Lawrence  Halprin, 
Landscape  Architect;  Mr.  John  Lantzius,  Landscape  Architect;  and  R.  W.  Siddall  Associates.”  'I be 
document  provided  a useful  review  of  the  entire  process  to  date,  and  concluded  with  a 
reaffirmation  of  the  original  plan. 

One  can  hardly  avoid  noticing  the  continuing  emphasis  placed  upon  landscaping.  During 
the  first  stage  of  development,  when  the  campus  was  mainly  mud  and  trenches,  not  very  much 
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path  construction  or  planting  had  been  attempted,  though  Clive  L.  Justice,  of  the  Vancouver 
firm  of  Muirhead  & Justice,  had  been  engaged  as  landscape  consultant  in  1961  and  1962.  In 
the  second  stage,  however,  the  need  became  more  pressing.  Lawrence  Halprin  himself 
accompanied  Donn  Emmons  on  a trip  to  Victoria  in  April  1963,  in  preparation  for  a major 
campaign  of  site  development.  When  the  actual  work  began  in  1964,  the  University  hired  a 
Vancouver  resident  John  Lantzius,  as  its  “Executive  Landscape  Architect,”  retaining  Lawrence 
Halprin  & Associates  as  “Consulting  Landscape  Architects.”  As  a young  Canadian  apprentice, 
Lantzius  had  worked  for  several  years  in  Halprin’s  San  Francisco  office,  and  was  therefore 
comfortable  with  this  collaborative  approach.  He  would  continue  to  be  UVic’s  landscape 
architect  throughout  the  1960s. 

In  a document  entitled  Landscape  Concept  — University  of  Victoria,  dated  March  14, 1968, 
the  consultants  offered  this  explanation  of  their  basic  approach: 

It  has  been  our  intent  from  the  beginning  to  reflect  the  native  plant  material  of  Vancouver  Island  on  the  campus, 
and  to  create  an  imaginative  environment  using  such  plants  as  Garry  Oak,  Arbutus,  Dogwood  and  numerous 
conifers.  The  major  tree  framework— which  binds  the  buildings  and  open  areas  into  a unified  composition  — is 
the  most  important  and  must  receive  the  most  emphasis.  This  tree  framework  of  evergreen  (broadleaf  and 


Artist’s  concept  of  UVic  development,  stage  2 ( 1964).  A hypothetical  Administration  Building  (with  dome)  is 

shown  on  the  south  of  the  quadrangle. 
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conifers)  trees  will  be  used  primarily  in  mass,  to  frame  vistas,  soften  the  architectural  elements,  as  backgrounds, 
and  as  extensions  ol  the  forest  areas. . The  open  areas  will  be  contoured  lawns  which  merge  into  the  native 
forest. 

John  Lantzius  made  his  entry  upon  the  campus  scene  at  the  time  of  the  great  1965  tulip  tree 
dispute,  an  issue  that  stirred  the  passions  of  faculty  more  than  many  academic  or  professional 
concerns.  Despite  their  avowed  support  of  native  species,  Halprin  and  Lantzius  were  agreed 
that  formal  rows  of  stately  deciduous  trees  were  needed  to  define  the  main  quadrangle;  their 
choice  was  the  tulip  tree  ( Liriodendron  tulipifera),  an  alien  import  from  the  U.S.A.  For  at  least 
two  years,  the  Biology  Department  had  been  advocating  the  general  use  of  native  trees  and 
shrubs,  with  exotic  specimens  added  selectively  for  teaching  purposes.  Though  sympathetic 
up  to  a point,  the  consultants  felt  that  no  local  tree  was  appropriate  for  the  perimeter  of  the 
quadrangle.  The  tall  tulip  trees  in  front  of  the  McPherson  Library  reveal  the  winner  in  this 
dispute. 

The  controversy  erupted  again  in  October  1966,  when  members  of  Joint  Faculties  were 
informed  by  their  Campus  Planning  Committee  that  the  tree  of  choice  for  defining  the 
quadrangle  had  changed  from  the  liriodendron  to  the  pin  oak  or  swamp  oak  ( Quercus 
palustris ),  another  alien  species.  The  task  of  appeasing  an  angry  faculty  fell  upon  the 
shoulders  of  Campus  Planning  Chairman  John  DeLucca,  a cerebral  philosopher  from  New 
York  City  who  (so  it  was  believed)  could  not  tell  a jack  pine  from  a juniper.  With  infinite 
patience,  Dr.  DeLucca  explained  to  his  mutinous  colleagues  that  the  indigenous  Quercus 
ga>T}'ana,  however  delightful,  was  unsuitable  and  unavailable.  In  any  event,  the  University 
had  purchased  eighty  pin  oaks  and  intended  to  plant  them  in  three  rows  along  the  north  of  the 
quadrangle. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  second  stage  of  development,  in  January  1966,  the  University 
appointed  its  first  Director  of  Campus  Planning,  J.  Arthur  Webb,  who  had  been  reemited  from 
the  University^  of  Calgary.  This  move  had  the  effect  of  removing  the  coordination  of  planning 
from  the  University  Development  Board,  which  had  played  such  a key  role  since  its  creation  in 
June  I960.  Seldom  receiving  much  public  attention  at  the  time,  that  Development  Board  had 
been,  in  fact,  a most  unusual  instrument  of  academic  governance.  Although  it  never  usurped 
the  authority  of  the  Victoria  College  Council  (or  later  the  University  of  Victoria  Board  of 
Governors)  to  which  it  reported,  it  enjoyed  astonishing  power  during  the  period  I960- 1965:  it 
can  be  described  accurately  as  having  controlled  the  planning  of  the  UVic  campus,  in  its  all- 
important  early  stages. 

What  was  most  interesting  about  the  Board,  perhaps,  was  its  balanced  mixture  of 
businessmen,  professionals,  and  academic  representatives.  As  one  would  expect,  its  member 
ship  included  several  of  the  city's  more  influential  citizens:  Richard  B.  Wilson,  Harold  B. 
Elworthy  (the  Board’s  second  chairman  after  Wilson  became  Mayor  of  Victoria  in  1962), 
Ernest  W.  Arnott,  Justin  V.  Harbord,  David  Angus,  William  C.  Mearns,  Percy  Rayment,  and 
Captain  G.  Ronald  Newell.  Its  parent  body  (Victoria  College  Council/UVic  Board  of  Governors) 
was  well  represented  byjudge  Clearihue,  Lloyd  G.  McKenzie,  and  Willard  E.  Ireland.  Manager 
and  Secretary  of  the  Board  was  Floyd  A.  Fairclough,  a professional  fund-raiser  who  had  run  the 
I960  campaign  and  then  stayed  on  as  Development  Officer.  Rather  surprising,  in  that  day  and 
age,  was  the  inclusion  of  a significant  faculty  contingent.  Before  1965  one  might  naturally 
expect  to  find  academics  on  advisory  committees  that  dealt  with  campus  planning;  but  until 
after  the  Duff-Berdahl  Report  and  the  political  revolution  of  the  late  '60s,  it  was  rare  to  find 
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them  on  managerial  boards  that  received  and  implemented  faculty  recommendations.  In 
addition  to  Principal  W.  H.  Hickman  and  Vice-Principal  Robert  T.  Wallace,  who  enjoyed  ex 
officio  status,  this  Development  Board  included  three  strong  members  of  faculty:  Education 
Professor  Hugh  E.  Farquhar  (who  succeeded  Elworthy  as  the  Board’s  third  chairman ),  English 
Department  Head  Roger  J.  Bishop,  and  Chemistry  Department  Head  Lewis  J.  Clark.  Each  of 
these  three  served  at  least  one  term  as  chairman  of  the  Faculty  Campus  Planning  Committee. 
Their  presence  on  the  Board  guaranteed  an  effective  link  between  the  academic  community 
and  the  campus  decision-makers.  As  the  minutes  of  the  Development  Board  reveal,  the  body 
worked  with  efficiency  and  harmony,  showing  no  sign  of  division  into  clique  or  faction. 

The  triumphant  opening  of  the  Cornett  and  MacLaurin  Buildings  in  early  1967  marked  a 
climactic  point  in  UVic’s  early  campus  development.  The  next  five  years  would  be  character- 
ized by  recurrent  unrest  among  students  and  faculty— a phenomenon  experienced  almost 
everywhere  in  North  America  and  the  world  beyond— and  by  discontinuity  in  leadership. 
Centennial  Stadium  opened  with  a flourish  that  year,  but  other  projects  seemed  to  be  moving 
slowly.  To  complicate  matters  further,  the  general  appearance  of  UVic’s  campus  was  coming 
under  a great  deal  of  criticism  from  both  town  and  gown.-  complaints  were  heard  that  the 
buildings  were  undistinguished  or  heterogeneous  (or  both),  and  that  the  campus  lacked  the 
theatrical  splendour  of  Simon  Fraser  University,  which  had  captured  the  national  spotlight  and 
the  lion’s  share  of  the  available  capital  funds. 

Accordingly,  after  some  correspondence  back  and  forth,  the  firm  of  Erickson  Massey 
Architects  was  appointed  UVic’s  Consulting  Architects  for  a three-year  period,  beginning  July 
17,  1967;  the  celebrated  Vancouver  firm  had  already  been  asked  to  offer  advice  on  the  new 
residences  planned  as  part  of  the  College  System  adopted  recently  by  the  Senate  and  Board  of 
Governors.  On  August  1,  President  Taylor  wrote  a cordial  letter  to  Donn  Emmons,  amicably 
severing  UVic’s  relationship  with  WBE — he  cited  distance  as  the  only  real  problem  involved. 
Robert  Siddall  (now  Siddall,  Dennis  & Associates)  was  still  involved  as  the  project  architect  of 
the  new  College  complex,  and  John  Lantzius  continued  to  serve  as  landscape  consultant. 

For  whatever  reason,  the  Arthur  Erickson  genius  did  not  seem  to  be  well  matched  with  the 
gentle  environment  of  Gordon  Head.  Among  the  various  projects  planned  during  the  period 
of  his  firm’s  consultancy,  only  Barry  Downs’  wood-frame  Sedgewick  Building  (1968  and 
1969)  was  widely  praised  by  campus  critics.  The  Cadboro  Commons  and  the  Lansdowne 
College  Residences  (both  completed  in  1969)  had  their  supporters;  but  there  was  general 
displeasure  with  the  extensive  use  of  unrelieved  grey  concrete,  especially  in  the  conspicuous 
residence  blocks.  This  same  criticism  would  be  heard  two  years  later  when  the  Erickson 
Massey  design  for  the  Cunningham  Building  became  a reality.  What  caused  the  greatest 
concern,  however,  was  an  Erickson  Massey  progress  report  on  the  campus  master  plan  (April 
19,  1968),  which  severely  criticized  several  of  the  fundamental  WBE  concepts  and  which 
proposed,  among  other  remedial  actions,  the  enclosure  of  the  main  quadrangle  with 
continuous  structures  and/or  covered  walkways.  Long  before  the  firm  submitted  its  official 
Long  Range  Development  Plan  in  June  1969,  it  was  a foregone  conclusion  that  its  recom- 
mendations would  not  be  adopted.  The  Senate  and  the  Board  of  Governors  had  come  to 
realize  that  the  WBE  plan  for  the  University  of  Victoria  was  not  a scheme  that  could  be 
compromised  in  this  way.  It  had  not  even  been  fair  to  ask  Erickson  Massey  to  undertake  such 
an  unlikely  assignment. 

After  the  acting-presidency  of  Robert  T.  Wallace  in  1968-69,  UVic  experienced  the  difficult 


18 


years  ol  Bruce  I’artridge’s  leadership  ( 1969  1972),  a time  when  not  much  forward  planning 
was  achieved,  but  during  which  the  Cunningham  Building  was  constructed  and  the  first 
extension  of  the  Clearihue  Building  was  successfully  completed.  Jack  'I'.  Kyle  was  an  effective 
Vice  President  for  Administration  between  1970  and  1972. 

As  the  l Iniversity  began  to  recover  from  its  malaise  under  President  I iugh  Farquhar  ( 1972 
1974),  a fresh  enthusiasm  for  physical  planning  was  apparent  on  campus;  IJVic  had  a new 
Dean  of  Administration,  J.  Trevor  Matthews,  and  a new  Director  of  Campus  Planning,  Ian  W. 
Campbell.  A Gymnasium  and  a Physical  Plant  Services  Building  were  on  the  drawing  board. 
Most  ambitious  of  all  was  the  concept  of  a major  new  structure  to  be  known  as  “University 
Centre.”  As  it  became  obvious  that  sophisticated  planning  advice  would  be  needed,  Hugh 
Farquhar  turned  to  San  Francisco  to  seek  the  help  of  WBE;  and  Donn  Emmons  once  again 
became,  in  1972,  consultant  to  the  University  of  Victoria. 

By  this  time,  Don  Vaughan  & Associates  of  Vancouver  had  become  the  University’s 
landscape  consultant,  and  would  serve  in  that  capacity  into  the  1980s.  This  change  did  not 
represent  a major  break  in  continuity,  inasmuch  as  Don  Vaughan  had  earlier  become  UVic’s 
regular  contact  in  the  office  of  John  Lantzius.  It  was  Don  Vaughan  and  Ian  Campbell  who 
drafted  a statement  in  October  1973  that  became  the  basis  of  the  University’s  present 
landscape  policy. 

By  January  1973,  when  President  Howard  E.  Petch  arrived  in  Victoria  from  the  University  of 
Waterloo,  the  campus  was  beginning  to  attract  public  attention  for  its  beauty  and  general 
appeal.  The  rationale  of  the  original  WBE  plan  was  no  longer  being  called  into  question.  The 
bleak  and  exposed  flatland  of  the  Gordon  Head  army  camp  had  been  transformed  into 
verdant  lawns  or  attractive  playing  fields,  and  varied  contours  had  been  achieved  by  the  use  of 
mounds  and  berms.  Recently  planted  trees  were  already  soaring  to  astonishing  heights.  The 
beauty  of  the  campus  would  be  further  enhanced  in  1975  with  the  creation  of  University 
Gardens,  a spectacular  showcase  for  over  100  species  of  exotic  rhododendrons  transplanted 
from  the  Jeanne  Simpson  property  on  Lake  Cowichan,  a treasured  legacy  to  UVic. 

However  attractive  the  physical  environment,  many  of  the  University’s  programs  and 
services  were  still  housed  in  the  serviceable  but  primitive  army  huts  that  had  been  a decidedly 
mixed  blessing  for  the  young  institution.  The  challenge  of  Howard  Petch’s  regime  would  be 
to  see  those  huts  demolished  and  replaced  with  good  permanent  accommodation.  A new 
funding  agency,  the  Universities  Council  of  British  Columbia,  made  the  political  process  more 
complex  and  competitive.  As  a move  to  streamline  internal  procedures,  the  old  Campus 
Planning  Committee — which  originally  repotted  to  Joint  Faculties  but  which  had  been  a 
committee  of  Senate  since  1967  — became  a Presidential  advisory  committee  in  January  1976. 
As  the  University  Committee  on  Campus  Development,  it  could  now  operate  with  greater 
authority  and  dispatch,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Dean  Trevor  Matthews  (who  in  1978 
became  Vice-President,  Administration). 

In  the  second  half  of  the  1970s,  the  Campus  Planning  Office  was  busy  as  never  before.  The 
$8  million  University  Centre  project  was  a massive  undertaking;  the  Student  Union  Building 
was  undergoing  a major  expansion;  the  Clearihue  Building  was  receiving  its  two  final 
additions;  complex  permanent  facilities  were  being  designed  for  Music,  Law,  and  Theatre; 
new  student  residences  were  on  the  drawing  board;  and  a new  temporary  facility  for  Visual 
Arts  had  to  be  planned  and  built.  Donn  Emmons  was  again  a familiar  visitor  to  the  UVic 
campus.  Apparently  he  liked  what  he  saw.  Some  time  later,  he  offered  this  comment  in  a letter 
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to  Ian  Campbell:  Time,  planting  and  a receptive  climate  have  done  wonders  to  the 

appearance  ol  the  campus.  The  landscaping  unifies  and  modifies  the  often  divergent 
architectural  character  of  the  many  campus  buildings.” 

Before  the  end  of  the  decade,  further  land  purchases  had  enlarged  the  Gordon  Head 
campus  to  its  present  area  of  385  acres  (156  hectares). 

As  the  University  moved  into  the  1980s,  the  projects  mentioned  above  were  either 
complete  or  assured  of  completion,  and  the  face  of  the  campus  had  undergone  another 
transformation.  Major  achievements  of  the  current  decade  have  included  the  Faculty  Club, 
sited  between  the  Begbie  Law  Building  and  the  Phoenix  Theatre  to  the  west  of  the  Ring  Road; 
the  Interfaith  Chapel,  set  on  the  edge  of  University  Gardens;  and  the  $12  million  Science  and 
Engineering  Complex,  perhaps  the  most  challenging  venture  (in  both  the  political  and  the 
technical  sense)  that  UVic  has  ever  undertaken. 

This  publication  is  intended  to  pay  tribute  to  all  whose  dedication,  imagination,  and 
professional  skills  have  created  such  a successful  and  pleasing  campus  at  Gordon  Head.  The 
architects,  engineering  consultants,  and  general  contractors  are  identified  on  later  pages.  It 
may  be  appropriate  here  to  acknowledge  the  special  contribution  of  those  who  served  on  the 
front  lines,  as  key  UVic  employees.  The  Directors  of  Campus  Planning  have  been  J.  Arthur 
Webb  (1966-1970),  Arthur  J.  Saunders  (1970-1971),  IanW.  Campbell  (1971- 1987),  and  Gerald 
A.  Robson  (1987-  ).  Three  men  have  held  the  position  originally  styled  Superintendent  of 

Buildings  and  Grounds  (now  Director  of  Buildings  and  Grounds):  Arthur  J.  Saunders  (1962- 
1969),  G.  E.  (Ted)  Apps  (1969-1977),  and  James  F.  Helme  (1977-  ).  Last  but  hardly  least  are 

those  whose  title  underwent  a progression  from  Head  Gardener  to  Head  Groundsman  to 
Supervisor  (then  Superintendent,  then  Manager)  of  Grounds:  Thomas  A.  Harvey  (1962-1973), 
Rex  Murfitt  ( 1973- 1979),  and  Anthony  J.  James  ( 1979-  ). 

With  the  possible  exception  of  the  University  President,  no  person  carries  more  respon- 
sibility for  the  campus  building  program  than  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Governors.  Nine 
men  have  served  UVic  in  that  capacity:  Joseph  B.  Clearihue  (1963-1966),  Richard  B.  Wilson 
(1967-1969),  Willard  E.  Ireland  (1969-1971),  Lloyd  G.  McKenzie  (1971-1972),  David  Angus 
(1972-1973),  S.  Joseph  Cunliffe  (1973-1979),  Hugh  R.  Stephen  (1979-1982),  Ian  H.  Stewart 
(1982-1985;  1987-  ),  and  George  P.  Kidd  (1985-1987). 

One  could  scarcely  begin  to  list  the  hundreds  of  faculty,  staff,  students,  alumni,  and 
community  members  who  have  played  a significant  role  in  the  development  of  the  Gordon 
Head  campus.  Although  their  individual  efforts  may  not  be  acknowledged  here,  the  University 
of  Victoria  will  always  be  grateful  for  their  contributions. 


Opposite  page-,  construction 
of  the  McPherson  Library  Extension 
(September  20,  1972). 
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The  Individual  Buildings 


In  the  following  pages,  each  of  the  new  buildings  on  the  Gordon  I lead  Campus  is  described 
in  chronological  order.  The  parenthetical  date  that  follows  the  building’s  name  is  the  year  of 
substantial  completion  and  occupancy.  Except  for  the  extended  Clearihue  complex  of  the 
1970s  and  the  MacLaurin  Music  Wing,  which  both  seemed  to  warrant  separate  treatment,  later 
additions  to  buildings  are  listed  immediately  after  the  original  project. 

An  explanation  of  any  name  or  names  associated  with  the  building  is  followed  by  a section 
entitled  Facts  and  Figures.  'Ibis  section  lists  first  the  architect  or  principal  consultant,  and  then 
the  other  major  consultants  engaged  on  the  project  (usually  structural,  mechanical,  and 
electrical  engineering  firms,  though  some  projects  show  other  special  consultants).  These 
names  are  followed  by  that  of  the  general  contractor.  For  consultants  and  contractors  not 
based  in  Victoria,  the  appropriate  city  is  shown  in  square  brackets.  The  line  shown  as  Contract 
gives  first  the  original  contract  price,  with  the  date  of  that  contract  in  parentheses;  then  the 
revised  or  adjusted  contract  price,  marked  with  an  asterisk.  The  cost  per  square  foot  is  based 
upon  that  revised  or  adjusted  figure.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  cost  figures  do  not  include 
consulting  fees,  site  development,  landscaping,  laboratory  equipment,  laboratory  bench- 
work,  library  book  stacks,  kitchen  equipment,  or  theatrical  equipment. 
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1 CLEARIHUE  (1962): 

Original  Classroom  Block  (“A”  Wing) 


'Hie  first  permanent  new  structure  on  the  Gordon  Head  Campus,  this  three-storey  reinforced 
concrete  building  was  designed  as  a general  purpose  classroom  block.  Its  original  exterior 
was  exposed  concrete  and  pre-cast  concrete  panels  that  were  finished  with  marble  aggregate 
set  in  coloured  cement;  this  surface  treatment  was  altered  in  1971  to  conform  with  stage  II 
(Clearihue  “D”  Wing).  The  ground  storey  of  the  original  structure  featured  a glassed-in 
concourse  (with  slate  floor)  that  surrounded  two  lecture  theatres  and  administrative  offices, 
with  the  inner  walls  of  the  concourse  finished  in  broken  rock.  The  northwest  section  of  this 
concourse  was  modified  upon  the  completion  of  stage  IV  (Clearihue  “B”  Wing)  in  1979;  the 
entire  configuration  of  the  main  floor  was  changed  by  major  alterations  in  1987.  In  the  two 
original  stairwells  are  mobile  sculptures  by  Victoria  artist  William  D.  West. 


Name 

Judge  Joseph  Badenoch  Clearihue,  B.A.,  M.A.,B.C.L.,  LL.D.  (1887-1976),  was  a native  Victorian 
and  a student  in  the  original  Victoria  College  class  of  1903-1904.  As  Chairman  of  the  Victoria 
College  Council  from  1947  to  1963,  he  played  a major  role  in  creating  the  University  of 
Victoria,  of  which  he  became  first  Chancellor  (1963-1966). 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 

Structural 

Mechanical 

Electrical 

Contractor 

Contract 

Gross  area 

Cost  per 

square  foot 

Ceremonial 

sod-turning 

Dedication 

Official  Opening 


Wade  Stockdill  & Armour 
Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 

D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd.,  [Vancouver] 
Simpson  & McGregor,  [Vancouver] 

Sorenson  Construction  Company  Ltd.,  [Vancouver] 
$396,400  (Jan.  31,  1962);  $399,157* 

35,300  s.f. 

$11.31 

January  20,  1962,  by  Judge  Clearihue 
September  5,  1962,  by  Dr.  Claude  T.  Bissell, 
President,  University  of  Toronto 
January  18,  1963,  by  Premier  W.  A.  C.  Bennett 


See  also  “15  Clearihue  (1971-1979):  Extended  Complex” 
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2 STUDENT  UNION  BUILDING  (1963  and  1973) 


The  second  new  building  on  the  Gordon  1 lead  campus,  the  “SUB”  was  constructed  between 
May  1962  and  March  1963.  It  is  a reinforced  concrete  building  with  brick  masonry  and  stucco 
walls.  The  original  one-storey  section  has  a reception  area,  a public  lounge,  offices,  and 
activity  rooms;  its  full  basement  includes  a lower  lounge.  A sgraffito  mural  by  Victoria  artist 
Herbert  Siebner  was  commissioned  shortly  after  the  building’s  completion. 

In  1972,  extensive  renovations  were  carried  out  on  the  lower  level,  so  as  to  improve  the 
recreation  facilities  and  establish  a licensed  area  (the  “SUB  Pub”).  In  1975,  there  was  a major 
two-storey  addition  to  the  north,  of  which  the  most  notable  feature  is  a 302-seat  theatre 
equipped  for  film  projection.  A transit  terminal  was  added  in  1976. 

Planned  as  a community  centre  for  students  and  their  guests,  the  “SUB”  is  occupied  and 
administered  by  the  Alma  Mater  Society,  to  which  all  undergraduates  must  belong.  Space  is 
provided  for  student  clubs,  student  publications,  and  student  radio  station  CFUV.  The  capital 
costs  of  the  original  building  and  of  subsequent  additions  were  largely  paid  by  the  A.M.S., 
through  an  annual  levy  on  all  students. 


Facts  and  Figures  ( original  building ) 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Official  Opening 


John  A.  Di  Castri 

Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Spratt  & Associates 
Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 

$298,209  (May  18,  1962);  $299,293* 

18,900  s.f. 

$15.84 

March  30,  1963,  by  the  Hon.  Leslie  R.  Peterson,  Minister  of  Education,  with 

Mr.  Douglas  Stewart,  UBC  A.M.S.  President  and  former  Victoria  College  A.M.S.  President 


Facts  and  Figures  ( 1975  addition  ) 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Official  opening 


Siddall  Dennis  Warner 
Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 

D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd. 

D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd. 
Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 

$875,294  (Mar.  26,  1975);  $875,360* 
14,754  s.f. 

$59.33 

January  14,  1976 
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3 ELLIOTT  ( 1963  and  1964): 

Sciences 


The  main  structure  is  a reinforced  concrete  building,  with  pre-cast  concrete  panels  on  the 
exterior.  Its  three-storey  laboratory  wing  and  its  four-storey  office  and  research  wing  tire  aligned 
at  right  angles  about  a linking  staircase  and  foyer  section.  A full  basement  accommodates 
workshops,  stores,  and  other  technical  facilities.  Tine  building  was  planned  and  designed  for 
the  Lansdowne  Campus  of  Victoria  College;  but  when  the  decision  was  made  in  1961  to  centre 
all  development  at  Gordon  Head,  it  was  constructed  on  its  present  site  during  1962  and  1963. 
The  original  occupants  were  the  Departments  of  Biology,  Chemistry,  and  Physics  (including 
Astronomy). 

After  the  official  opening  of  the  main  building,  a separate  contract  was  awarded  for  the 
adjoining  “Elliott  Lecture  Theatre,”  a one-storey  reinforced  concrete  building  with  a folded 
concrete  plate  roof.  Its  two  main  lecture  theatres  rise  from  the  basement  level;  there  are 
additional  smaller  classrooms  on  both  levels.  The  lecture  wing  is  easily  accessible  from  the 
main  building  both  above  and  below  grade. 

Names 

Percy  Harris  Elliott  ( 1882- 1943),  was  born  in  Chatsworth,  Ontario.  After  completing  an  M.Sc. 
at  McGill  in  1907,  he  joined  the  faculty  of  Victoria  College  in  1908,  lecturing  in  both  physics 
and  chemistry.  Following  a brief  stint  on  faculty  at  the  new  University  of  British  Columbia 
(1916-1920),  he  taught  physics  at  the  College  until  his  death,  serving  as  Principal  from  1927  to 
1943. 

The  John  L.  Climenhaga  Observatory  atop  the  north  wing  of  the  building  is  named  after  the 
founding  Head  of  the  University  Physics  Department,  an  astrophysicist  who  served  also  as 
Dean  of  Arts  and  Science  from  1969  to  1972.  Born  on  a farm  near  Delisle,  Saskatchewan,  Dr. 
Climenhaga  was  educated  at  the  University  of  Saskatchewan  and  the  University  of  Michigan. 
He  joined  the  Victoria  College  staff  in  1949,  and  retired  from  UVic  in  1982. 


Facts  and  Figures  ( main  building ) 

Facts  and  Figures  ( Lecture  Theatre) 

Consultants 

Department  of  Public  Works, 

Architect 

Wade  Stockdill  & Armour 

Province  of  B.C. 

Structural 

A.  B.  Sanderson  [Vancouver] 

[Provincial  Architect: 

Mechanical 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

W.  R.  H.  Curtis] 

Electrical 

Spratt  and  Associates 

Contractor 

Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 

Contractor 

Bums  & Dutton  Construction 

Contract 

$1,752,493  Only  3,  1962);  $1,857,270* 

(1962)  Ltd.,  [Richmond] 

Gross  area 

115,591  s.f. 

[ =Cana  Construction  Company  Ltd. 

Cost  per 

Contract 

$408,210  (Feb.  28,  1964);  $423,721* 

square  foot 

$16.07 

Gross  area 

29,100  s.f. 

Official 

Febaiary  1,  1964, 

Cost  per 

Opening 

by  the  Hon.  Leslie  R.  Peterson, 
Minister  of  Education 

square  foot 

$14.56 
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4 McPherson  library  (1964  and  1974) 


This  is  ;i  four  storey  reinforced  concrete  building,  the  first  storey  being  below  grade;  there  is 
additional  office  accommodation  in  a penthouse  section  on  the  roof.  'Hie  exterior  finish  is 
architectural  pre-cast  concrete,  exposed  stone  aggregate,  and  rough  granite.  The  exterior  bas- 
relief  pre-cast  panels  were  designed  by  B.C.  sculptor  George  A.  Norris.  The  glass  mosaic  panel 
in  the  main  lobby  was  the  work  of  Margaret  Peterson.  The  original  building  was  constructed 
between  May  1963  and  August  1964;  a major  addition  was  built  in  1972  and  1973,  with  interior 
areas  completed  in  1974. 

The  special  importance  of  an  academic  library  was  symbolized  by  a public  ceremony  on 
July  2,  1963  — the  day  after  the  University  of  Victoria  was  established  by  legislation  — in  which 
the  cornerstone  of  this  building  was  laid  by  Major-General  The  Honourable  George  R. 
Pearkes,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  British  Columbia  and  Visitor  to  the  University  (seepage  6 ). 

Although  the  original  building  was  occupied  solely  by  the  University  Library,  the  addition 
was  designed  to  provide  lower  floor  space  for  Audio-Visual  Services,  as  well  as  temporary 
accommodation  on  upper  levels  for  various  academic  and  administrative  units  ( including  the 
Faculty  of  Law). 

Name 

Thomas  Shanks  McPherson  (1873- 1962 ),  was  this  institution’s  first  major  benefactor.  A native 
of  Airdrie,  Scotland,  he  came  to  Canada  in  1882.  In  due  course  he  acquired  major  real  estate 
holdings  in  Victoria,  including  a 50%  share  in  the  Central  Building  and  ownership  of  the 
Pantages  Theatre,  now  the  McPherson  Playhouse.  When  he  died  in  Victoria  at  the  age  of  89 
(December  3,  1962  ),  the  bachelor  philanthropist  left  a bequest  of  $2,250,000  and  his  share  in 
the  Central  Building  to  the  fledgling  university,  and  most  of  his  remaining  estate  (including 
the  Pantages  Theatre ) to  the  city  of  Victoria. 


Facts  and  Figures  ( first  stage ) 


Facts  and  Figures  ( second  stage) 


Architect 

R.  W.  Siddall  Associates 

Structural 

Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 

Mechanical 

D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd., 

[Vancouver] 

Electrical 

Spratt  & Associates 

Contractor 

Narod  Construction  Ltd., 

[Vancouver] 

Contract 

$1,220,000  (May  24,  1963);  $1,204,819’ 

Gross  area 

86,500  s.f. 

Cost  per 
square  foot 

$13.93 

Official 

November  14,  1964 

Opening 

(Special  Convocation) 

Architect 

Siddall  Dennis  Warner 

Structural 

Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd 

Mechanical 

(1972)  F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 
(1974)  D.  W.  Thomson  & 
Company  Ltd. 

Electrical 

Spratt  & Associates 

Contractor 

Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 

Contract 

$2,545,360  (Feb.  22,  1972); 
$2,587,427* 

Gross  area 

125,900  s.f. 

Cost  per 
square  foot 

$20.55 
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CRAIGDARROCII  RESIDENCES  ( 1964  and  1967) 


These  residences  consist  of  four  four-storey  buildings,  which  house  (in  total)  about  300 
students.  The  buildings  are  of  reinforced  concrete  with  stucco  and  stone  exterior  finish.  The 
women’s  residences,  Emily  Carr  and  Margaret  Newton  I kills,  were  built  in  the  summer  of  1964 
for  occupancy  in  the  1964-65  session.  There  was  no  residential  accommodation  for  men  on 
campus  until  the  fall  of  1967,  with  the  opening  of  Sir  Arthur  Currie  and  David  Thompson  Halls. 
By  then  the  University  had  decided  to  adopt  a co-curricular  College  System,  and  these  four 
units  were  destined  to  become  “Craigdarroch  College.”  When  the  College  System  was 
abandoned  in  1972,  the  four  halls  continued  to  be  known  as  the  “Craigdarroch  Residences.” 

Names 

Craigdarroch  Castle,  the  former  Robert  Dunsmuir  mansion  in  Victoria’s  Rockland  district,  was 
the  home  of  Victoria  College  (UBC)  from  1921  to  1946.  All  University  of  Victoria  residence 
groupings  have  names  that  reflect  phases  in  the  institution’s  history. 

Emily  Carr  ( 1871  1945),  who  was  born  and  died  in  Victoria,  is  one  of  Canada’s  greatest  and 
most  original  painters.  After  art  studies  in  San  Francisco  and  London,  she  returned  to  British 
Columbia,  where  she  depicted  native  Indian  culture  and  the  west-coast  forest  landscape.  For 
her  autobiographical  non-fiction,  she  won  a Governor-General’s  Award  in  1941. 

Margaret  Newton,  B.S.A.,  M.Sc.  (McGill),  Ph.D.  (Minnesota),  LL.D.  (Saskatchewan),  F.R.S.C. 
(1887-1971 ),  was  born  and  educated  in  Montreal,  but  lived  for  manyyears  in  Victoria.  She  was 
known  internationally  for  her  pioneer  research  on  cereal  rusts,  work  that  played  a key  role  in 
the  development  of  rust- resistant  wheat  varieties.  In  1948  she  was  awarded  the  prestigious 
Flavelle  Medal  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada. 

David  Thompson  (1770-1857),  a native  of  London,  England,  was  a fur-trader,  explorer,  and 
geographer  with  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  from  1784  to  1797  and  thereafter  with  the  North 
West  Company.  He  established  the  first  trading  post  on  the  Columbia  River,  and  was  the  first 
white  man  to  travel  the  full  length  of  that  river.  The  Thompson  River,  which  he  never  saw,  is 
named  after  him. 

General  Sir  Arthur  W.  Currie,  G.C.M.G.,  K.C.B.,  LL.D.,  D.C.L.,  was  born  at  Napperton,  Ontario 
in  1875  and  died  in  Montreal  in  1933-  After  basic  schooling  in  Ontario,  he  lived  for  twenty 
years  in  Victoria,  teaching  from  1894  to  1900  in  Sidney  and  at  Boys’  Central  School,  before 
entering  the  fields  of  real  estate  and  insurance.  He  became  Commander  of  the  Canadian 


Forces  in  World  War  I (1917-1918),  and  was  later  Principal 

of  McGill  University  ( 1920- 1933). 

Facts  and  Figures 

Architect 

R.  W.  Siddall  Associates 

Contract 

(Stage  I)  $576,850  (Ian.  3,  1964); 

Structural 

Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 

$584,476* 

Mechanical 

(Stage  I)  D.  W.  Thomson  & 
Company  Ltd.,  [Vancouver] 

(Stage  II)  $677,000  (Dec.  20,  1966); 
$684,772* 

(Stage  II)  F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Gross  area 

46,056  s.f.  (I),  37,140  s.f.  (II) 

Electrical 

Spratt  & Associates 

Cost  per 

Contractor 

(Stage  I)  Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 
(Stage  II)  C.  J.  Oliver  Ltd., 
[Vancouver] 

square  foot 

$12.69  (I),  $18.44  (II) 
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6 CAMPUS  SERVICES  (1965  and  1986) 


'Hi is  is  a two-storey  reinforced  concrete  building  with  masonry  walls.  It  was  built  in  1965,  the 
construction  cost  being  financed  by  prepaid  rentals  from  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  principal 
tenant  of  the  building  until  July  1982,  when  the  bank  withdrew  from  the  campus.  (Other 
commercial  tenants  included  a drug  store,  a barber  shop,  and  a beauty  salon.)  The  structure 
was  planned  to  accommodate,  on  its  main  upper  level,  the  University  Bookstore  and  a coffee 
shop  run  by  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  The  basement  area  has  provided 
versatile  service  in  housing,  at  different  times,  the  University  Computing  Centre,  Media  and 
Technical  Services,  Campus  Planning,  and  Printing  and  Duplicating  Services. 

As  the  Bookstore  expanded  and  included  a Campus  Shop  in  its  operations,  the  north- 
south  breezeway  on  the  main  floor  was  enclosed  (1983),  a mezzanine  floor  was  added,  and 
the  north  entrance  was  sealed.  On  February  27,  1986,  the  former  Bank  of  Montreal  accom- 
modation, which  had  been  temporarily  assigned  to  the  new  Faculty  of  Engineering,  became 
the  University’s  Business  and  Industry  Development  Centre  (opened  by  the  Hon.  Robert  H. 
McClelland,  Minister  of  Industry  and  Small  Business  Development).  Later  that  year,  a one- 
storey  addition  was  built  on  the  southern  (Ring  Road)  side  of  the  building,  to  house  the 
offices  of  Canada  Manpower,  the  Cooperative  Education  Programs,  and  the  National  Coaching 
Institute. 


Facts  and  Figures  ( original  building ) 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 


Donald  Wagg 

Read  Jones  Christoflfersen  Ltd. 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Spratt  & Associates 

G.  H.  Wheaton  Ltd. 

$318,077  (Mar.  11,  1965) 
24,041  s.f. 

$13.23 


Facts  and  Figures  ( 1986  addition) 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 


Wagg  & Hambleton 
Wayte  Blohm  & Associates 
D.  W.  Thomson  Consultants  Ltd. 

Nicholls  Engineering  Ltd.,  [formerly  Spratt  & Associates] 
Kinetic  Construction  Ltd 

$467,800  (Mar.  12,  1986);  $480,468* 

7,703  s.f. 

$62.37 
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7 CORNETT  (1966): 

Social  Sciences 


This  is  a three  storey  reinforced  concrete  building,  with  exterior  walls  in  expanded  shale 
aggregate  block,  marble-type  stucco,  rubbed  concrete  beams  and  columns,  and  local 
metamorphic  rock.  The  design  of  the  complex  links  four  distinct  architectural  elements 
around  a small  and  intimate  inner  quadrangle.  From  the  outset,  the  complex  has  housed  the 
classrooms,  laboratories,  and  faculty  offices  of  the  Social  Science  departments.  A major 
addition  was  built  in  1971,  primarily  to  connect  and  expand  accommodation  on  the  third- 
floor  level.  For  over  15  years,  the  interior  courtyard  was  graced  by  two  majestic  totem  poles 
that  were  carved  by  native  artists  Henry  and  Tony  Hunt;  in  May  1982  these  replicas  of  original 
Tsimshian  poles  were  removed  to  a more  visible  location  in  the  main  quadrangle. 


Name 

Thomas  Warren  Cornett  ( 1887- 1924),  a University  of  Toronto  graduate,  was  an  outstanding 
teacher  of  history  at  Victoria  College  in  the  early  1920s;  his  death  in  a tragic  drowning  accident 
on  August  26,  1924  cut  short  an  academic  career  of  unusual  promise. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 

Structural 

Mechanical 

Electrical 

Contractor 

Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Official  Opening 


John  A.  Di  Castri 

Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Spratt  & Associates 

Burns  & Dutton  Construction  (1962)  Ltd.,  [Richmond] 

[=Cana  Construction  Company  Ltd  ] 

$2,096,011  (May  26,  1965);  $2,093,978* 

108,400  s.f. 

$19.32 

January  28,  1967,  by  Chancellor  Richard  B.  Wilson  and  President  Malcolm  G.  Taylor 


Facts  and  Figures  ( 1971  addition ) 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 


John  A.  Di  Castri 

Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Spratt  & Associates 

Cana  Construction  Company  Ltd.,  [Richmond] 
$122,500  (July  20,  1971);  $129,969* 

5,500  s.f. 

$23.63 
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MacLaurin  construction  (June  20,  19 66). 
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8 MacIAURIN  ( 1966): 

Education 


This  building  consists  of  several  wings  of  offices,  classrooms,  and  laboratories,  rising  to  a 
maximum  height  of  five  storeys.  Built  of  reinforced  concrete,  it  has  an  exterior  finish  of 
concrete  and  integrally  coloured  brick.  In  1969  a space  on  the  main  floor  level  of  the  building, 
amounting  to  approximately  7,000  s.f.,  was  enclosed  to  form  a coffee  shop  served  by  vending 
machines.  In  1971  a major  addition  created  a second  storey  for  the  northern  (“D”)  wing. 

Originally  planned  as  an  “Education-Arts”  facility,  the  building  at  first  accommodated  the 
Faculty  of  Education  (including  its  Curriculum  Laboratory),  various  departments  in  the 
Faculty  of  Aits  and  Science  (including  its  Language  Laboratories),  and  the  Office  of  the 
President.  When  programs  in  Fine  Aits  were  established,  most  of  these,  too,  were  housed 
temporarily  in  MacLaurin.  By  the  end  of  the  1970s,  the  Faculty  of  Education  had  become 
almost  the  sole  occupant  of  the  original  building.  In  1986,  the  main  323-seat  lecture  theatre 
(A144)  was  renamed  the  David  Lam  Auditorium,  in  honour  of  one  of  UVic’s  major 
benefactors. 

Names 

Dr.  Donald  L.  MacLaurin  (1881-1958)  was  the  founding  Principal  of  the  Victoria  Provincial 
Normal  School,  which  he  led  from  1915  to  1932,  when  he  became  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
Education.  In  1956  the  Normal  School  merged  with  Victoria  College  to  become  its  Faculty  of 
Education. 

After  a successful  banking  career  in  Hong  Kong,  David  See-Chai  Lam  came  to  Canada  in  1967 
with  his  wife  Dorothy  and  their  three  daughters.  Prospering  in  Vancouver  real  estate,  he 
became  President  of  Canadian  International  Properties  Ltd.  His  gratitude  to  his  adopted 
country  has  been  reflected  in  an  extraordinary  record  of  good  citizenship  and  philanthropy. 
On  September  9,  1988  he  became  the  25th  Lieutenant-Governor  of  British  Columbia. 


Facts  and  Figures  ( original  building) 

Facts  and  Figures  ( 1971  addition) 

Architect 

Alan  J.  Hodgson 

Architect 

Alan  J.  Hodgson 

Structural 

H.  Greig 

Structural 

Bogue  Babicki,  [Vancouver] 

Mechanical 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Mechanical 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Electrical 

Spratt  & Associates 

Electrical 

Spratt  & Associates 

Acoustical 

C.  A.  Tiers,  [Vancouver] 

Contractor 

H.  E.  Fowler  & Sons  Ltd. 

Lighting 

Contract 

$152,999  (Mar.  15,  1971);  $160,815 

Layout 

John  E.  Baker,  [Vancouver] 

Gross  area 

6,209  s.f. 

Contractor 

Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 

Cost  per 

Contract 
Gross  area 

$2,017,000  (May  18,  1965);  $2,032,945* 
1 18,500 

square  foot 

$25.90 

Cost  per 
square  foot 
Official 
Opening 

$17.16 

January  28,  1967,  by  Chancellor 
Richard  B.  Wilson  and  the 
Hon.  George  R.  Pearkes 

See  also  “19  MacLaurin  Music  Wing  (1978)” 
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9 CENTENNIAL  STADIUM  (1967) 


In  co-operation  with  the  Greater  Victoria  Centennial  Society,  the  University  planned  and  built 
this  community  stadium  during  the  years  19 66  and  1967,  to  celebrate  the  hundredth 
anniversary  of  Canadian  Confederation.  It  consists  ofa  3,000-seat  stadium  with  cantilever  roof, 
a glass- enclosed  press  box,  dressing  rooms,  washrooms,  equipment  storage  rooms,  officials 
room,  ticket  booths,  concession  booths,  a running  track,  a playing  field,  and  other  athletic 
facilities.  The  cost  of  the  project  was  met  by  grants  from  the  Federal  and  Provincial 
Governments  and  from  the  Municipalities  of  Victoria,  Saanich,  Oak  Bay,  and  Esquimalt. 

Extensive  renovations  of  the  track  surface  were  carried  out  in  1977  and  again  in  1987. 


Facts  and  Figures 

Architect 

Siddall,  Dennis  & Associates 

Structural 

A.  B.  Sanderson,  [Vancouver] 

Mechanical 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Electrical 

Spratt  & Associates 

Contractor 

R.  A.  Hall  Ltd. 

Contract 

$510,981  (July  19,  1966);  $514,526* 

Track 

reconstruction 

(1977) 

Amalgamated  Recreation  Engineers  & Network  Associates  Ltd 
(A.R.E.N.A.  Ltd.)  [West  Vancouver] 

Victoria  Paving  Company  Ltd. 

Project  cost 

$145,000 

Track 

Willis,  Cunliffe,  Tait  & Company  Ltd. 

reconstruction 

Arena  Sports  & Recreation  Consultants  Ltd.,  [N.  Vancouver] 

(1987) 

Continental  Sport  Tracks  Ltd.,  [Burnaby] 
Island  Asphalt  Ltd. 

Project  cost 

$512,084 
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10  SEDGEWICK  (1968  and  1969): 

Offices  and  Seminar  Rooms 


The  “Sedgewick  Building”  consists  in  fact  of  three  separate  but  closely  grouped  units  of 
similar  design.  These  are  one-storey  buildings  of  wood  frame  construction,  with  an  exterior 
finish  of  cedar  siding.  The  major  part  of  the  first  stage  (1968)  originally  housed  the 
Department  of  English,  and  after  1976  the  Faculty  of  Human  and  Social  Development;  a 
smaller  unit  to  the  south  was  designed  to  accommodate  Presidential  and  Vice- Presidential 
offices.  The  second  stage  (1969)  was  built  for  several  small  departments  in  the  Humanities, 
before  being  reassigned  in  1979  to  administrative  use. 


Name 

Dr.  Garnett  Gladwin  Sedgewick  (1882-1949),  a native  of  Nova  Scotia  and  a graduate  of 
Dalhousie  and  Harvard,  was  the  dynamic  head  of  the  University  of  British  Columbia  English 
Department  from  1918  to  1948. 1 lis  name  commemorates  the  close  link  that  Victoria  College 
enjoyed  with  UBC. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 

Mechanical 

Electrical 

Contractor 

Contract 

Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 


Barry  V.  Downs,  [Vancouver] 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Spratt  & Associates 

(Stage  I)  Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 

(Stage  II)  H.  E.  Fowler  & Sons  Ltd. 

(Stage  I)  $299,683  (May  7,  1968);  $300,520* 
(Stage  II)  $215,444  (Apr.  28,  1969);  $212,236* 
17,400  si  (I),  11,000  s.f.  (II) 

$17.29  (I),  $19.29  (II) 
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1 1 CADBORO  COMMONS  ( 1969): 

Dining,  Recreation,  Offices 


This  project  consisted  of  two  separate  buildings  constructed  under  one  contract  during  1968 
and  1969.  The  major  section,  a Commons  building,  is  a two-storey  reinforced  concrete 
building,  with  exterior  of  exposed  concrete  and  stone.  It  was  designed  to  provide  food 
facilities  and  recreation  space  for  students  in  residence  (in  1969,  Craigdarroch  and  Lans- 
downe  Colleges).  Its  main  feature  is  a large  dining  hall  that  can  be  subdivided  by  a sliding 
partition. 

The  other  section  of  this  project,  located  across  a bridge  to  the  north  of  the  Commons 
block,  was  a building  designed  to  provide  study  areas  and  administrative  offices  for 
Craigdarroch  College.  After  the  College  system  was  discontinued,  these  offices  were  assigned 
to  other  university  puqsoses. 


Name 

Popularly  known  merely  as  the  “Commons  Block,”  this  building  derives  its  formal  name  from 
Cadboro  Bay,  the  body  of  water  that  lies  below  and  to  the  east  of  the  Gordon  Head  campus,  at 
the  foot  of  Sinclair  Road.  The  original  Cadboro  was  a small  (72  ton)  English  schooner  in  the 
early  19th  century  Pacific  coastal  trade. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 

Structural 

Mechanical 

Electrical 

Food  Services 

Contractor 

Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Official  Opening 


Siddall,  Dennis  & Associates 
Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Spratt  & Associates 

Keith  Little  Associates  Western  Ltd.,  [Richmond] 
Marwell  Construction  Ltd.,  [Vancouver] 

[Dillingham  Corporation  Canada  Ltd.,  Marwell  Division] 

$1,703,667  Qan.  17,  1968);  $1,701,880* 

64,184  s.f.  (55,772,  Commons;  8,412  Study  Office) 

$26.52 

February  25,  1969,  by  Dr.  Joseph  B.  Clearihue 
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12  LANSDOWNE  RESIDENCES  ( 1969) 


The  Lansdowne  complex  consists  of  six  four  storey  reinforced  concrete  buildings  whose 
exterior  walls  are  also  natural  concrete.  These  six  halls,  named  after  the  three  men  and  three 
women  listed  below,  house  in  total  about  280  students.  They  were  opened  in  the  fall  of  1969. 
Adjoining  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Cadboro  Commons  Block,  Robert  W.  W.  Carroll  1 fall 
contains  offices  that  were  designed  to  accommodate  the  administration  of  Lansdowne 
College.  (For  the  College  System,  see  “5  Craigdarroch  Residences.”) 

Names 

After  outgrowing  Craigdarroch  Castle,  Victoria  College  occupied  the  Lansdowne  Road 
campus  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School  from  1946  to  1963;  this  was  one  segment  of  UVic’s 
split  campus  from  1963  to  1966.  Lansdowne  Road  is  named  after  Henry  Charles  Keith  Petty 
Fitzmaurice,  5th  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Canada’s  Governor  General  from  1883  to  1888. 

Robert  W.  W.  Carrall  [Carroll],  M.D.  (1837-1879),  born  in  LJpper  Canada  and  educated  at 
McGill,  moved  to  British  Columbia  in  1865,  and  was  elected  to  the  Legislative  Council  in  1869. 
Supporting  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald’s  dream  of  a united  Canada,  he  went  to  Ottawa  with  Joseph 
Trutch  and  John  S.  Helmcken  in  order  to  negotiate  B.C.’s  terms  of  union. 

Sir  Joseph  W.  Trutch,  K.C.M.G.,  C.E.  ( 1826-1904),  was  an  English  trained  civil  engineer  who 
settled  in  Victoria  in  1859,  becoming  Commissioner  of  Lands  and  Works  and  Surveyor- 
General.  One  of  the  delegates  who  negotiated  B.C.’s  terms  of  union  with  Canada,  he  was 
named  the  province’s  first  Lieutenant-Governor  (1871-1876).  Knighted  in  1889,  he  died  in 
Victoria  in  1904. 

John  S.  Helmcken  (1825- 1920),  was  born  in  London,  England,  arriving  in  Victoria  in  1850  as  a 
young  physician  for  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company.  He  was  elected  to  Vancouver  Island’s  First 
Legislative  Assembly  in  1855,  and  was  later  Speaker  of  the  colonial  assembly  and  Member  of 
Council  until  1871.  He  was  one  of  the  trio  of  delegates  who  negotiated  B.C.’s  terms  of  union 
with  Canada  in  that  year. 

Elma  Sanderson  (nee  Mongin),  better  known  as  Mine.  Sanderson-Mongin,  taught  French  at 
Victoria  College  from  1920  to  1939.  Born  in  Langres,  France,  she  had  moved  to  Canada  before 
the  First  World  War.  In  Victoria,  she  became  a dynamic  force  in  promoting  French  language 
and  culture,  both  on  and  off  the  campus.  She  died  in  Victoria  on  February  19,  1951. 

Nancy  Hodges  ( 1888- 1969),  was  educated  at  King’s  College,  University  of  London,  and  came 
to  Canada  in  1912.  For  many  years  she  was  a columnist  for  the  Victoria  Times.  Keenly 
interested  in  politics,  she  was  elected  as  a Liberal  M.L.A.  for  Victoria  in  1941,  and  served  until 
her  defeat  in  June  1953-  On  December  13, 1949,  she  became  Speaker  of  the  B.C.  Legislature  - 
the  first  woman  Speaker  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Alice  Ravenhill  (1859-1954)  lectured  for  many  years  at  the  University  of  London  in  the  fields 
of  public  health,  child  development,  and  home  economics.  Settling  in  British  Columbia  in 


45 


1910,  she  became  an  active  organizer  of  Women’s  Institutes,  and  developed  a keen  interest  in 
native  Indian  culture.  Her  well-known  book,  Native  Tribes  of  British  Columbia , was  published 
in  1938. 


Facts  and  Figures 

Architect  Siddall,  Dennis  & Associates 


Structural 

Mechanical 

Electrical 

Contractor 

Contract 

Gross  Area 

Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 

F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Spratt  & Associates 
Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 

$1,719,500  (Nov.  25,  1968);  $1,694,155* 
75,000  s.f. 

Cost  per 
square  foot 

$22.59 
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13  UNIVERSITY  HOUSE  ( 1970): 

Guest  Residence 


Located  on  the  former  Christo  G.  Tchaperoff  property  at  the  corner  of  I laroand  Sinclair  Roads, 
this  house  was  constructed  in  1969  and  1970  as  an  official  residence  for  Bruce  Partridge, 
second  President  of  the  University.  It  served  its  original  purpose  for  less  than  two  years;  since 
1972,  it  has  received  several  minor  alterations  in  being  adapted  to  a variety  of  functions.  For 
the  greater  part  of  its  history,  it  has  been  used  as  a short-term  residence  for  distinguished 
visitors  to  campus,  including  many  Lansdowne  Lecturers. 

Facts  and  Figures 

Architect  Siddall  Dennis  Warner 

Contractor  Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 

Construction  cost  $124,614 

Gross  area  7,525  s.f.  (including  basement) 

Cost  per 

square  foot  $16.56 
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14  CUNNINGHAM  (1971): 

Biology 


Til  is  is  a three  storey  reinforced  concrete  building,  with  exterior  walls  of  exposed  concrete.  It 
was  designed  to  accommodate  classrooms,  offices,  laboratories,  and  other  research  facilities 
of  the  biological  sciences.  Ihe  Department  of  Biology  has  been  its  sole  occupant,  moving 
most  of  its  activities  from  the  Elliott  Building  at  the  time  of  this  building’s  completion. 

Name 

Jeffree  Aikin  Cunningham  (1886  1974)  was  a native  of  Victoria  and  a student  at  Victoria 
College  in  1906-07.  During  a teaching  career  that  included  the  principalship  of  Boys’  Central 
School,  he  completed  his  B.A.  at  Queen’s  University  in  1922,  winning  the  gold  medal  in 
biology.  While  teaching  at  Victoria  High  School,  he  became  part-time  Instructor  in  Biology  at 
Victoria  College  in  1924,  inaugurating  studies  in  that  discipline.  Assuming  full-time  duties  at 
Victoria  College  in  1927,  he  headed  the  Department  of  Biology  until  his  retirement  in  1951 
(pursuing  further  studies  and  an  active  role  as  a research  scientist).  From  1933  to  1944  he 
served  as  College  Registrar,  and  from  1944  to  1951  as  Vice-Principal.  For  his  distinguished 
contributions  to  the  institution,  he  received  the  University’s  first  honorary  LL.D.  degree  in  May 
1964. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Official  Opening 


Erickson  Massey,  [Vancouver] 

Bogue  Babicki,  [Vancouver] 

D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd.,  (Vancouver] 

D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd.,  [Vancouver] 

Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 

$2,397,000  (May  21,  1969);  $2,308,580* 

71,620  s.f. 

$32.23 

March  3,  1972,  by  the  Hon.  Ray  G.  Williston,  Minister  of  Lands,  Forests  and 
Water  Resources 
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IS  CLEARIHUE  (1971  1979): 

Extended  Complex 


In  three  additional  stages,  completed  respectively  in  1971,  1976,  and  1979,  the  original 
Clearihue  Building  of  1962  was  extended  into  a large,  rectangular  complex  of  classrooms  and 
faculty  offices  around  an  open  courtyard.  Eventually  the  building  would  come  to  house  all 
departments  in  the  division  of  the  1 lumanities,  plus  Mathematics,  Computer  Science,  1 listory 
in  Ait,  and  Creative  Writing.  Chronologically,  the  growth  was  counter-clockwise:  Clearihue  I 
(south),  1962;  Clearihue  II  (east),  1971;  Clearihue  III  ( north ),  1976;  and  Clearihue  IV  (west), 
1979.  This  chronology  does  not  match  the  designation  of  the  building’s  four  completed 
wings,  which  are  labelled  “A”  to  “D”  in  clockwise  order  ( I,  IV,  III,  II ).  It  maybe  noted  also  that 
the  westernmost  end  of  Clearihue  “A”  (beyond  the  original  stairwell)  is  part  of  the  1979 
construction  that  completed  the  quadrangle. 

The  1971  construction  of  stage  II  absorbed  a pre-existing  temporary  Boiler  Plant  (built  by 
Mathias  & Nicol  in  1962);  the  Clearihue  Clock  Tower  was  an  attempt  to  disguise  and 
embellish  the  necessary  chimney  of  this  plant.  Stage  II  also  established  the  overall  exterior 
finish  of  stucco  and  exposed  concrete.  Like  the  original  structure,  Clearihue  II  and  III  are 
three-storey  reinforced  concrete  buildings  (with  full  basement  areas  that  serve  as  the 
University’s  Computing  Centre).  The  final  stage  (Clearihue  IV  or  “B”  Wing)  rises  to  a fourth 
storey.  In  the  basement  of  wings  “A”  and  “B”  is  housed  the  University’s  Language  Centre. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 

Structural 

Mechanical 

Electrical 

Contractor 


Contract 


Gross  area 
Total  gross  area 
of  complex 
Cost  per 
square  foot 


(Stages  II TV)  Wagg  & Hambleton 
(Stages  II  IV)  Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 
(Stage  II)  F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

(Stages  III  IV)  D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd. 
(Stages  I I-IV)  Spratt  & Associates 
(Stage  II)  W.  Campbell  Ltd. 

(Stage  III)  Farmer  Construction  Ltd. 

(Stage  IV)  Campbell  Construction  Ltd. 

(Stage  II)  $995,814  (Nov.  16,  1970);  $1,033,823* 
(Stage  III)  $2,339,700  (Aug.  1,  1975);  $2,389,594* 
(Stage  IV)  $2,359,958  (Feb.  21,  1978);  $2,534,040* 
45,800  (II),  57,613  (HI),  55,070  (IV) 

(MV)  193,783  s.f. 

$22.57  (II),  $41.48  (111),  $46.01  (IV) 
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16  SAUNDERS  (1974): 
Physical  Plant  Services 


Ihe  Saunders  Building  consists  of  two  separate  sections:  a one  storey  shop  and  storage 
building  for  the  Department  of  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  a one  storey  office  building 
designed  to  house  the  offices  of  Buildings  and  Grounds,  Traffic  and  Security,  and  Campus 
Planning.  The  construction  is  wood  frame  in  concrete  foundations.  Part  of  the  total  complex  is 
a pre-existing  one-storey  shop  building,  of  concrete  block  construction,  and  an  electrical 
substation  completed  in  1979. 


Name 

Arthur  J.  Saunders,  a native  of  Calgary,  was  educated  in  Victoria,  where  he  was  a student  at 
Victoria  College  in  1920-1921;  in  1933  he  completed  his  degree  in  mechanical  engineering 
from  LlBC.  After  17  years  with  Sidney  Roofing  and  Paper  Company,  and  a dozen  years  in  private 
practice  as  a consulting  engineer  in  Victoria,  he  joined  the  staff  of  Victoria  College  in  1962  as 
Superintendent  of  Buildings  and  Grounds.  Throughout  the  1960s,  he  played  a crucial  and 
unique  role  in  the  physical  planning  and  development  of  the  Gordon  Head  Campus.  In  the 
year  prior  to  his  retirement  (1970-71),  he  served  also  as  Director  of  Campus  Planning.  In 
addition  to  his  University  duties,  Mr.  Saunders  was  active  in  professional  and  community 
affairs. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Official  Opening 


Peterson  tk  Lester 
F.  T.  Gardiner,  P.  Eng. 

Spratt  & Associates 

Cana  Construction  Company  Ltd.,  [Richmond] 

$459,072  (June  27,  1973);  $467,603* 

18,650  s.f. 

$25.07 

October  21,  1974,  by  Arthur  J.  Saunders,  with  Chancellor  Robert  T.  Wallace 
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17  McKinnon  ( 197s): 

Physical  Education  and  Athletics 


This  building  is  constructed  of  reinforced  concrete  and  structural  steel,  with  exterior  walls  of 
exposed  aggregate  pre-cast  concrete.  It  was  planned  to  meet  the  academic  needs  of  Physical 
Education,  while  serving  the  entire  University  as  an  athletic  and  recreation  centre.  1 ligh  single 
storey  pre-cast  sections  enclose  an  L-shaped  swimming  pool  (25  metres  by  25  yards),  a large 
gymnasium  with  seating  for  2,200,  an  apparatus  gymnasium,  and  a dance  studio.  A two-storey 
section  includes  classrooms,  laboratories,  offices,  dressing  rooms,  shower  rooms,  squash 
courts,  etc. 

An  extension  was  added  in  1980,  and  in  1981  a solar  heating  system  was  installed  on  the 
roof. 


Name 

Archie  McKinnon  ( 1896- 1984),  was  a legendary  figure  in  Victoria  athletics.  Born  in  Glasgow, 
he  came  to  Victoria  in  1913,  joining  the  YMCA  staff  that  year.  His  full  time  association  with  the 
*Y’  continued  until  1961  ( including  35  years  as  physical  education  director).  The  recipient  of 
many  honours,  Mr.  McKinnon  was  coach  of  four  Canadian  Olympic  teams:  1932  in  Los 
Angeles,  1936  in  Berlin,  1948  in  London,  and  1952  in  Helsinki. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Ceremonial 
sod-turning 
Official  Opening 


Rhone  & Iredale,  [Vancouver] 

Canadian  Environmental  Sciences,  [Vancouver] 

Reid,  Crowther  & Partners  Ltd.,  [Vancouver] 

W.  T.  Haggert  and  Company  Ltd.,  [Vancouver] 

Parmer  Construction  Ltd. 

$2,565,312  (May  1,  1973);  $2,684,540* 

90,855  s.f. 

$29.55 

June  2,  1973,  by  President  Hugh  E.  Parquhar 

Pebruary  15,  1975,  by  Archie  McKinnon,  with  Chancellor  Robert  T.  Wallace 
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18  UNIVERSITY  CENTRE  ( 1977  and  1978) 


This  is  a two  storey  reinforced  concrete  building,  with  a bush  hammered  finish.  Its  main 
office  wing  is  surrounded,  on  both  levels,  by  a colonnade  of  concrete  pillars.  Its  roofline 
features  prominent  mechanical  penthouses,  finished  in  copper. 

Planned  to  be  a focal  point  of  campus  activity,  University  Centre  was  conceived  in  the 
presidency  of  Hugh  E.  Farquhar  and  became  a reality  in  the  presidency  of  Howard  E.  Petch. 
The  office  wing  was  completed  and  occupied  in  1977.  It  houses,  on  its  ground  floor,  Student 
Records  and  Admissions,  a Board  and  Senate  Chamber  (with  adjacent  committee  rooms),  a 
large  lobby  area,  a cafeteria  and  lounge,  and  the  Maltwood  An  Museum  and  Gallery.  The 
Museum’s  Study  Gallery  and  storage  space  is  on  the  basement  level,  as  well  as  a large  parking 
garage.  The  original  occupants  of  the  upper  level  were  Accounting  Services,  Graduate  Studies, 
Continuing  Education,  Summer  Session,  Student  Services,  Counselling,  Financial  Aid,  Canada 
Manpower,  and  Chaplain’s  Services. 

The  showpiece  Auditorium  (page  60),  Canada’s  first  “surround”  hall,  was  opened  a year 
later,  in  September  1978;  it  seats  1,233  people  on  ground  floor,  balcony,  and  choir  loft.  Among 
the  acoustical  features  of  the  Auditorium  are  colourful  sound-absorbing  banners,  designed  by 
Victoria  fabric  artist  Carole  Sabiston.  In  1978,  Dr.  Joyce  G.  Clearihue  donated  the  Clearihue 
Organ  in  memory  of  her  parents,  Judge  Joseph  and  Dr.  Irene  Clearihue. 

Name 

Katharine  Emma  Maltwood,  F.R.S.A.  (1878-1961),  was  an  English  born  sculptress  and 
antiquarian  who  bequeathed  to  the  University  her  magnificent  collection  of  fine,  decorative, 
and  applied  arts,  along  with  the  original  Maltwood  Art  Museum  at  Royal  Oak,  then  known  as 
“The  Thatch.” 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Acoustical 
Theatrical 
Food  Services 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Offical  Opening 


The  Wade  Williams  Partnership 
B.  W.  Brooker  Engineering  (B.C.)  Ltd. 

D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd. 

Ian  Hayward  & Associates  Ltd. 

Bolt  Beranek  & Newman  Inc.  (T.  J.  Schultz),  [New  York] 
S.  Leonard  Auerbach  & Associates,  [San  Francisco] 

Harley,  Little  Associates  Inc.,  [Richmond] 

Poole  Construction  Ltd.,  [Richmond] 

$7,167,512  (Apr.  22,  1976);  $8,113,127* 

179,900  s.f. 

$45.10 

September  28,  1978  (Special  Convocation  and  Concert) 
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19  Mac  LAI  1R  IN  MUSIC  WING  ( 1978) 


Although  identified  as  “B"  Wing  of  the  MacLaurin  Building — to  which  it  is  linked  by  a 
bridge  — this  two  storey  building  of  reinforced  concrete  and  structural  steel  was  planned  as  a 
separate  and  self-contained  facility  for  the  Department  (later  School ) of  Music.  Its  lower  floor 
contains  studios,  rehearsal  areas,  and  individual  practice  rooms  for  a wide  variety  of  traditional 
performance  activities,  together  with  well  equipped  studios  for  electronic  composition;  its 
upper  floor  accommodates  faculty  offices  and  seminar  rooms.  The  facility  includes  a public 
recital  hall  that  seats  202. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 

Structural 

Mechanical 

Electrical 

Acoustical 

Theatrical 

Contractor 

Contract 

Gross  area 

Cost  per 

square  foot 

Ceremonial 

sod- turning 

Official  Opening 


Alan  J.  Hodgson 

B.  W.  Brooker  Engineering  (B.C.)  Ltd. 

D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd. 

Spratt  & Associates 

Bolt  Beranek  & Newman  Inc.  (T.  J.  Schultz),  [New  York] 

S.  Leonard  Auerbach  & Associates,  [San  Francisco] 

Campbell  Construction  Ltd. 

$3,167,526  (Jtine  3,  1977);  $3,206,010* 

35,800  s.f. 

$89.55 

June  8,  1977,  by  Professor  Phillip  T.  Young,  Chairman,  Department  of  Music 
September  28,  1978  (with  University  Centre) 
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20  GORDON  HEAD  RESIDENCES  (1978) 


The  three  residence  buildings  in  this  complex,  three  and  four  storeys  in  height,  are  all  ofwc x xJ 
frame  construction,  with  exterior  finish  in  stucco  and  cedar  siding.  They  house,  in  total,  about 
300  students.  As  residential  instead  of  educational  facilities,  these  buildings  did  not  qualify  for 
financial  assistance  from  the  Provincial  Ministry  of  Education;  instead,  they  were  financed 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Federal  Government  through  the  Central  Mortgage  and  I lousing 
Corporation. 

Names 

In  1959,  Victoria  College  bought  the  former  Gordon  Head  Army  Camp,  which  would  become 
the  nucleus  of  the  future  University  of  Victoria  campus.  All  three  residence  units  are  named 
after  eminent  chancellors  of  the  University. 

Richard  B.  Wilson,  B.  Com.,  LL.D.,  a third-generation  Victorian  and  a prominent  local 
businessman,  headed  Victoria  College’s  capital  fund  drive  in  I960,  was  Chairman  of  the 
University  Development  Board,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  and  Chancellor  from 
1967  to  1969.  Always  active  in  civic  affairs,  he  served  as  Mayor  of  Victoria  from  1962  to  1965. 

Roderick  L.  Haig-Brown,  LL.D.  (1908-1976),  was  born  and  educated  in  England,  but  had 
settled  in  the  Campbell  River  area  by  1930.  A Magistrate  and  Judge  of  the  Provincial  Court  of 
British  Columbia  from  1942  to  1975,  he  is  renowned  for  his  classic  books  on  fly  fishing  and 
angling,  as  well  as  for  his  ardent  and  visionary  concern  about  Canada’s  natural  environment. 
He  was  Chancellor  of  UVic  for  the  years  1970  to  1972. 

Robert  T.  D.  Wallace,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  was  born  near  Victoria  and  studied  at  Victoria  High  School, 
Victoria  College,  Victoria  Provincial  Normal  School,  and  UBC.  A distinguished  and  beloved 
educator,  he  was  associated  with  this  institution  for  over  half  a century,  serving  as  Professor  of 
Mathematics,  Department  Head,  Acting  Dean  of  Arts  and  Science,  Dean  of  Administration, 
Vice-President,  Acting  President  (1968-69),  and  Chancellor  (1973-78). 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Official  Opening 


Siddall  Dennis  Warner 
Read  Jones  Christoffersen  Ltd. 

D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd. 

Spratt  & Associates 
Dura  Construction  Ltd. 

$2,337,900  (Nov.  28,  1977);  $2,614,599* 

84,000  s.f. 

$31.13 

September  8,  1978,  by  the  Hon.  Raymond  J.  Perrault 
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21  VISUAL  ARTS  (1979) 


This  one-storey  building,  of  structural  steel  construction,  was  designed  to  provide  interim 
accommodation  for  the  printmaking  and  sculpture  programs  with  in  the  Department  ofVisual 
Arts,  Faculty  of  Fine  Aits.  At  the  time  of  the  building’s  completion,  other  programs  of  this 
department  were  moved  to  the  adjacent  army  hut  “M.” 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 


Peterson  & Lester 

Willis,  Cunliffe,  Tait  & Company  Ltd. 
D.  W.  Thomson  & Company  Ltd. 
Spratt  & Associates 
Dura  Construction  Ltd. 

$398,867  (June  26,  1978);  $407,836* 
10,706  s.f. 

$38.09 
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22  BEGBIE  (1980): 

Law 


This  building  is  of  structural  steel  and  concrete  construction,  with  extensive  use  of  brick 
masonry  and  wood  on  both  exterior  and  interior  surfaces.  Designed  to  serve  the  needs  of  the 
faculty  of  Law,  it  hasa  two- storey  section  that  contains  faculty  offices;  a one  storey  section  that 
contains  classrooms,  seminar  rooms,  and  Moot  Court;  and  a two-storey  section  that  houses  the 
“Diana  M.  Priestly  Law  Library"  (with  provision  made  fora  future  mezzanine  level  above  the 
existing  two  storeys). 


Names 

Sir  Matthew  Baillie  Begbie  ( 1819- 1894),  British  Columbia’s  most  famous  judge,  was  born  in 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  educated  at  St.  Peter’s  College,  Cambridge.  He  was  called  to  the  bar 
in  Lincoln’s  Inn,  London,  in  1844.  In  1858  he  accepted  an  appointment  to  be  the  first  Judge  in 
the  newly  established  crown  colony  of  British  Columbia.  He  became  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Mainland  Colony  in  1869  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of  British  Columbia  in  1870,  a 
position  he  held  until  his  death  in  1894.  He  was  knighted  in  1875. 

Diana  M.  Priestly,  B.A.,  LL.B.,  M.LL,  was  Law  Librarian  at  the  University  of  British  Columbia  and 
served  at  three  major  university  law  libraries  in  eastern  Canada,  before  becoming  one  of  the 
first  appointees  to  the  UVic  Faculty  of  Law  in  1974.  As  Professor  and  founding  Librarian,  she 
established  the  criteria  for  the  Law  Library  and  developed  the  collection  from  the  beginning. 
At  the  time  of  her  retirement  in  1987,  the  library  held  one  of  Canada’s  major  collections  of 
legal  materials. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 

Structural 

Mechanical 

Electrical 

Acoustical 

Contractor 

Contract 

Gross  area 

Cost  per 

square  foot 

Official  Opening 


Wagg  & Hambleton 

Brooker  Engineering  (Victoria)  Ltd. 

D.  W.  Thomson  Consultants  Ltd. 

Spratt  & Associates 
Barron  & Associates 
Dura  Construction  Ltd. 

$5,622,617  (June  14,  1979);  $5,771,524* 
91,676  s.f. 

$62.96 

November  15,  1980  (Special  Convocation) 
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23  PHOENIX  (1981): 

Theatre 


In  keeping  with  the  academic  philosophy  of  the  University’s  theatre  program,  this  building 
was  designed  around  three  intimate  and  diverse  theatrical  spaces  that  might  best  serve  the 
combined  needs  of  teaching  and  performance.  It  contains  a traditional  proscenium  arch  stage 
with  full  tly  gallery  (the  210-seat  “Roger  Bishop  Theatre”),  a thrust  stage  (the  196-seat  “Chief 
Dan  George  Theatre”),  and  a completely  flexible  studio  space  (the  “Barbara  McIntyre 
Theatre”).  The  back-stage  and  above-stage  working  areas  of  all  three  theatres  are  intercom 
nected,  for  maximum  efficiency.  Surrounding  these  performance  spaces  are  faculty  offices, 
classrooms,  seminar  rooms,  studios,  design  offices,  scene  shop  and  costume  rooms,  dressing 
rooms,  and  lobby  areas.  The  building  is  of  structural  steel  construction,  with  exterior  in  brick 
masonry  and  metal  siding. 

Names 

Roger  J.  Bishop,  B.A.,  M.A.,  B.L.S.,  was  founding  Head  of  the  University  English  Department, 
serving  Victoria  College  and  UVic  from  1945  to  1971.  His  long  association  with  the  student 
Players’  Club  and  his  own  imaginative  and  persistent  efforts  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Theatre  Division,  later  to  become  the  Theatre  Department  in  the  Faculty  ofFineArts.  He  made 
many  other  important  contributions  to  the  institution,  most  notably  in  the  development  of  the 
library  and  in  the  planning  of  the  physical  campus. 

Chief  Dan  George,  born  on  the  Burrard  Reservation  in  North  Vancouver,  B.C.,  became 
Canada’s  most  distinguished  native  Indian  actor.  He  appeared  in  CBC’s  Cariboo  Country  and 
Breaking  Smith’s  Quarter  Horse , and  in  the  movie  Little  Big  Man,  which  led  to  an  academy 
award  nomination  and  a New  York  film  critics’  award.  On  stage  he  starred  in  the  original 
production  of  George  Ryga’s  The  Ecstasy > of  Rita  Joe,  in  Vancouver  and  Ottawa.  Also  a logger, 
longshoreman,  musician,  lecturer,  and  poet,  Dan  George  worked  throughout  his  life  for  a 
better  understanding  between  the  native  Indian  and  Canadian  society  at  large. 

Barbara  McIntyre,  B.A.,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  was  born  and  raised  in  Moose  Jaw,  Saskatchewan,  teaching 
in  that  province  before  earning  degrees  at  the  University  of  Minnesota  and  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh.  After  service  on  faculty  at  Pittsburgh  and  Northwestern,  she  joined  the  UVic  faculty 
in  1971  as  a recognized  expert  on  Theatre  in  Education.  As  Professor  and  Chairman  of  the 
Department  during  the  1970s,  she  gave  outstanding  leadership  by  action  and  example,  while 
extending  her  outstanding  reputation  as  a pioneer  in  her  field. 

Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 

Peterson  & Lester 

Contractor 

Campbell  Construction  Ltd. 

Structural 

Willis,  Cunliffe,  Tait  & Company  Ltd. 

Contract 

$4,056,624  (July  18,  1980); 
$4,261,062* 

Mechanical 

D.  W.  Thomson  Consultants  Ltd 

Electrical 

Spratt  & Associates 

Gross  area 

42,568  s.f. 

Theatrical 

Theatretech  (Mick  Way), 

Cost  per 

$100.10 

[London,  England] 

square  foot 

Acoustical 

Barron  & Associates,  [Vancouver] 

Official 

Opening 

November  28,  1981 
(Special  Convocation) 
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24  McGILL  RESIDENCES  ( 1981) 


l'lie  three  residence  buildings  in  the  complex,  three  storeys  in  height,  are  all  of  wood  frame 
construction,  with  stucco  exterior  finish,  They  house,  in  total,  about  180  students.  I Jpon  their 
completion,  the  University  could  offer  residence  accommodation  to  1053  students. 

Names 

In  1983,  this  complex  was  named  in  honour  of  McGill  University,  with  which  Victoria  College 
was  affiliated  from  1903  to  1915.  Accordingly,  the  four  residential  complexes,  from  north  to 
south  (McGill,  Craigdarroch,  Lansdowne,  and  Gordon  Head),  reflect  the  four  main  stages  in 
the  institution’s  history,  in  chronological  order.  The  three  units  of  the  McGill  Residences  are 
named  after  individuals  who  saved  the  University  and  the  community  at  large. 

Hugh  R.  Stephen,  LLD.,  was  born  in  Guildford,  England  in  1913-  Settling  in  Victoria  in  the 
1930s,  he  became  a prominent  businessman  in  the  city,  and  has  been  unusually  active  in  civic 
and  community  affairs.  Mayor  of  Victoria  from  1967  to  1969,  he  was  also  Chairman  of  the 
Capital  Region  Board.  A longtime  friend  and  supporter  of  the  University,  he  was  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  from  1979  to  1982. 

Shirley  Baker,  B.Sc.,  received  her  degree  in  biology  at  the  University  of  Saskatchewan.  From 
1945  to  1963,  she  resided  in  Tanzania,  where  she  was  Director  and  Secretary  of  a private 
business  in  mining  and  forestry.  After  serving  as  a teacher  in  Saanich,  she  joined  the  University 
of  Victoria  in  1966  to  become  Manager  of  Housing  and  Conference  Services,  retiring  in  1983- 
Her  great  interest  in  CUSO  led  her  to  be  its  Regional  Director  for  East  and  Central  Africa  from 
1968  to  1970. 

S.  Joseph  Cunliffe,  B.A.Sc.,  LL.D.,  P.  Eng.,  was  born  in  Port  Haney,  B.C.,  in  1919.  AUBC  graduate, 
he  became  partner  and  President  of  Willis,  Cunliffe,  Tait  and  Company  Ltd.  of  Victoria.  A man 
noted  for  his  extraordinary  range  of  public  service,  he  developed  a particular  commitment  to 
higher  education,  serving  as  Chairman  of  the  University  of  Victoria  Board  of  Governors  from 
1973  to  1979,  as  Chairman  of  the  University  of  Victoria  Foundation,  and  as  a member  of  the 
Universities  Council  of  British  Columbia. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Building  Naming 
Ceremony 


Siddall  Dennis  Warner 
D.  W.  Thomson  Consultants  Ltd. 
Spratt  & Associates 
Campbell  Construction  Ltd. 

$1,944,279  (Jan.  26,  1981);  $2,094,653* 
48,092  s.f. 

$43.56 

June  21,  1983 
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25  FACULTY  CLUB  (1982) 


This  facility  was  built  to  replace  a Faculty  Lounge  that  had  operated  for  many  years  in  hut  “E,” 
the  former  Officers’  Mess  of  the  Gordon  Head  Army  Camp.  It  is  a single-storey  wood  frame 
building,  with  a wood  shingle  roof.  Its  main  dining  room  features  exposed  wooden  columns 
and  beams,  and  opens  upon  a concrete  patio  and  landscaped  pond.  In  addition,  there  are 
private  dining  rooms,  a members’  lounge,  a public  lounge,  and  other  recreational  areas. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Food  facilities 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 


Marshall,  Goldsworthy  & Associates 
Blohm  Engineering  Ltd. 

Keen  Engineering  Co.  Ltd. 

F.  N.  Fenger  & Associates  Ltd. 

Trueman  Sokol  Watt  Associates,  [Richmond] 
Wheaton  Construction  Ltd. 

$992,600  (Feb.  24,  1981);  $1,088,760* 

14,386  s.f. 

$75.68 
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26  INTERFAITI 1 Cl  LAPEL  ( 1985) 


This  is  a single-storey  building  of  wood  frame  construction,  with  cedar  siding  finish  and 
pitched  roofs  covered  with  cedar  shingles.  Financed  by  a fund  raising  campaign  among 
alumni  and  friends  of  the  University,  it  was  intended  to  provide  a place  of  celebration  or 
meditation  for  all  faiths. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 
Structural 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Contractor 
Contract 
Gross  area 
Cost  per 
square  foot 
Official  Opening 


John  A.  Di  Castri 

Read  Jones  Christofifersen  Ltd. 

B.  P.  Momeau  Mechanical  Consulting  Services  Ltd. 

F.  N.  Fenger  & Associates  Ltd. 

CanPro  Construction  Ltd. 

$352,595  (Sept.  13,  1984);  $362,097* 

4,742  s.f. 

$76.36 

June  26,  1985,  by  Ian  H.  Stewart,  Chairman,  Board  of  Governors,  and 
President  Howard  E.  Petch 


73 


74 


27  SCIENCE  AND  ENGINEERING  G986) 


This  building  was  planned  to  accommodate  the  University’s  new  Faculty  of  Engineering  and 
the  Department  of  Biochemistry  and  Microbiology,  as  well  as  to  provide  additional  space  for 
the  Departments  of  Biology  and  Chemistry.  It  was  sited  and  designed  so  as  to  provide  a link 
between  the  pre-existing  Elliott  and  Cunningham  Buildings. 

It  is  a three-storey  building  of  reinforced  concrete  construction,  with  pre-cast  concrete 
exterior  panels.  It  shares  a number  of  design  features  with  University  Centre,  including  the  use 
of  mechanical  penthouses  finished  in  copper.  A technical  feature  of  interest  is  its  heat- 
recovery  system,  whereby  heat  can  be  recovered  and  re-used  from  air  that  is  being  exhausted. 


Facts  and  Figures 


Architect 

Structural 

Mechanical 

Electrical 

Contractor 

Contract 

Gross  area 

Cost  per 

square  foot 

Ceremonial 

sod-turning 

Official  Opening 


The  Wade  Williams  Partnership 
Wayte  Blohm  & Associates 
D.  W.  Thomson  Consultants  Ltd. 

Ian  Hayward  & Associates  Ltd. 

Campbell  Construction  Ltd. 

$11,638,500  (June  5,  1984);  $12,011,989* 

120,000  s.f. 

$100.10 

June  13,  1984,  by  the  Hon.  Hugh  A.  Curtis,  Minister  of  Finance,  with  lan  H.  Stewart 
and  Howard  E.  Petch 

October  2,  1986,  by  the  Hon.  Russell  G.  Fraser,  Minister  of  Post  Secondary 
Education 
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appendix:  Off-Campus  Development 


Not  all  l IVic  development  in  the  past  twenty-five  years  has  taken  place  on  the  Gordon  I lead 
campus.  On  these  pages  are  pictured  three  University  buildings  at  other  Vancouver  Island 
locations. 

UVic  has  been  a leader  in  the  development  and  administration  of  the  Marine  Biological 
Station  at  Bamfield,  a research  centre  that  is  managed  by  a consortium  of  five  western 
Canadian  universities.  Regular  contributions  have  been  made  toward  the  construction  of  such 
facilities  as  a student  residence,  a dining  hall,  and  a director’s  house. 

In  1966,  Mrs.  Jeanne  S.  Simpson  bequeathed  to  the  University  of  Victoria  a magnificent 
twenty-five  acre  property  on  Cowichan  Lake,  featuring  twenty  acres  of  virgin  forest,  3,000  feet 
of  lake  frontage,  and  a unique  collection  of  rhododendrons.  On  September  17,  1976,  the 
University  opened  the  Jeanne  S.  Simpson  Field  Studies  Resource  Centre,  the  generous  gift  of 
Crown  Zellerbach  Canada  Limited.  A wharf  for  small  boats  was  donated  by  Western  Forest 
Industries,  and  further  support  was  given  by  the  Thea  and  Leon  Koerner  Foundation  (for 
furniture  and  equipment)  and  by  Shell  Canada  Limited  (to  purchase  books  for  the  Resource 
Centre). 

In  1985,  the  LIniversity  received  the  largest  gift  in  its  history,  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Poole  donated  a $6. 1 million,  100-acre  property  on  the  northern  slope  ofMt.  Newton,  in  North 
Saanich;  this  contained  the  spectacularly  sited  treatment  centre  then  known  as  Gillain  Manor. 
After  extensive  renovations,  this  facility  was  reopened  in  1987  as  Dunsmuir  Lodge  (left),  an 
educational  training  and  conference  centre  that  is  already  acquiring  an  international  reputa- 
tion. 

Mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  Tri-University  Meson  Facility  (TRIUMF)  located  on 
the  University  of  British  Columbia  campus,  a project  in  which  the  University  of  Victoria  has 
always  played  a very  active  role.  Founded  by  UBC,  UVic,  and  Simon  Fraser  University  in  1968, 
and  later  expanded  to  include  the  University  of  Alberta,  TRIUMF  built  its  large  cyclotron  in  the 
early  1970s,  thus  assuming  a position  of  world  leadership  in  nuclear  physics  research. 
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Cowichan  Lake:  Jeanne  S.  Simpson  Field  Studies  Resource  Centre. 
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Bamfield:  Marine  Biological  Station. 
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